22. Caught In/Between Steel Coil









A 22-year-old temporary employee was killed while working as an operator’s helper on a steel slitter.  A 60-inch-wide roll of steel was placed on the un-coiler and fed through the slitter where it was cut into seven different widths.  After being slit, the steel flowed into the loop pit and was drawn into the tension stand.  Guides and spaces then directed the slit steel onto the re-coiler.  The victim’s job was to stand in an area between the re-coiler and the tension stand (“the hole”) to inspect the winding steel on the re-coiler for defects.  He stood within arms reach of the re-coiler in order to visually and physically inspect the steel coil by feeling the surface of the steel to check for imperfections and ridges and to check the diameter of the coil.   The steel was winding onto the re-coiler at a speed of 600 feet per minute while the inspection was done.  There were no guards to protect employees from ingoing nip points created by the winding steel.  The operator stationed on a platform nearby heard a loud noise and pressed the emergency stop button.  Then he heard a co-worker yell.  After the emergency stop button was pressed, the re-coiler lapped two or three times before coming to a complete stop.  The victim was found wrapped inside the steel coil.  The steel had made about three rotations around his body.  He was freed from the steel and CPR was attempted, but he died as paramedics arrived.  
Citation 1
	Item 1 1910.212(a)(1)
	Machine guarding was not provided to protect operators and other employees from hazards created by ingoing nip points.
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Diagram of the operation





Re-coiler showing where the victim stood








