23.  Struck by track hoe arm
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A 50-year old employee was killed when he walked between a soil bank and a track hoe to retrieve a tape measure.  A retaining wall had just been built and the employee was retrieving the tape measure to determine if the retaining wall had slipped away from the roadbed.  The track hoe swung around to place some gravel behind the retaining wall and caught the victim between the counterweight and the soil bank.  The track hoe operator heard a loud yell and stopped, but the victim had been crushed.  He was transported to the hospital alive and alert.  However, he died later that day from injuries sustained in the incident.  The employee had been trained on the recognition and avoidance of hazards.
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