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A 24-year-old construction laborer died while installing drywall at an apartment complex under construction.  The victim and a co-worker were on the third floor of the four-story complex hanging drywall over a duct opening.  The duct opening was 37 inches wide and seven feet long.  The workers constructed a work platform to place over the opening.  The platform was constructed of a 2 x 6 and two seven-foot long 2 x 4 boards nailed to it.  The wood was pine framing lumber.  The platform was placed over the duct opening and the two workers stood on it to hang the drywall.  The 2 x 6 board broke causing the employees to fall down the shaft onto the basement floor approximately 30 feet below.  The victim was killed and the co-worker survived.  It was the first day on the job for the victim and the employer had provided no training for the crew.
Citation 1
	Item 1a 1926.451(a)(1)
	Scaffold(s) and scaffold components were not capable of supporting without failure, its own weight and at least 4 times the maximum intended load applied or transmitted to it.

	Item 1b 1926.451(b)(2)
	Each scaffold platform and walkway was not at least 18 inches wide.

	Item 2 1926.451(f)(7)
	Scaffolds were not erected, dismantled or altered under the supervision and direction of a competent person.

	Item 3 1926.451(g)(1)
	Each employee on a scaffold more than 10 feet above a lower level was not protected from falling to that lower level by some means of fall protection.

	Item 4 1926.454(a)
	The employer did not have each employee who performs work while on a scaffold trained by a person qualified in the subject matter to recognize the hazards associated with the type of scaffold being used and to understand the procedures to control and minimize those hazards.
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View where the victim fell-from 3rd floor work area to basement





2 x 6 that broke








