24. Struck By Steel Casing









A 19-year-old construction worker died when he was struck by a 2700-pound steel casing.  The company was contracted to prepare ground on which to place foundations for three aircraft hangers. Equipment used in the operation were a tracked excavator equipped with a hydraulic pile driver mounted on the end of the stick, a tracked excavator equipped with a hydraulic auger mounted on the end of the stick and a compactor mounted on a modified stick on the boom, and a skid loader.  The victim was the skid loader operator.  An 11-foot-long steel tube (outer casing) was driven into the ground by the pile driver and the hydraulic auger then bored out the soil from the inside of the outer casing.  A 20-foot-long steel tube (inner casing) was centered in the outer casing and driven into the ground by the pile driver.  The auger then drilled out the soil from the inside of the inner casing and the skid loader was used to place about one foot of aggregate into the inner casing.  The inner casing was then retracted and the compactor was used to compact the aggregate.  This process was repeated until the bottom of the inner casing reached within one foot of the bottom of the outer casing.  The inner casing was removed completely, and the cycle continued until the outer casing was removed completely.  The victim was standing near the outer casing and assisting the auger operator in ensuring that the auger was centered in the outer casing.  The pile driver operator lifted the inner casing into a vertical position and swung it around to place in into the outer casing.  As he did this, the inner casing slipped out of the jaw assembly and fell, landing in a vertical position and falling to the ground, striking the skid loader operator and knocking him to the ground. 
Citation 1
	T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees, in that the employer did not ensure that all employees stayed clear of the rammed aggregate pier casings while the casings were being moved. 
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Inner steel casing that struck the victim








