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25.
Fall through Skylight
A 24-year-old worker died after he fell 20 feet through a skylight on the roof of a canopy used to cover a railcar.  On two days previous to the fall, the victim and a co-worker had accessed the roof by an extension ladder and installed two skylights and then painted the roof.  The two workers then used the same method to gain access to the roof on a third day to install new gutters which were laid into the existing gutters in 10-feet-long sections.  No fall protection was used on the roof during any of these tasks.  As the co-worker attached the new gutters using a cordless drill, the victim placed the new gutters in place.  The co-worker was securing the third piece of gutter in place when he heard what he believed to be a skylight breaking.  When he looked around, the victim was no longer on the roof, the skylight was broken, and the victim was on the ground below.  The co-worker found the victim unconscious.  The victim never regained consciousness and died three hours later at a local hospital.   

TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.501(b)(4)(i)

Item 1b  1926.501(b)(10)

Item 2  1926.503(a)(1)
	Each employee on walking/working surfaces was not protected from falling through holes (including skylights) more than 6 feet above lower levels, by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems erected around such holes

Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section, each employee engaged in roofing activities on low-sloped roofs, with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet or more above lower levels was not protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, or a combination of warning lines system with one of the above mentioned systems

The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards which would enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards
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