25. Equipment Failure









A 40-year-old construction laborer was killed when the scaffold he was erecting collapsed.  His employer had a contract to install drywall and metal studding as part of a construction project at a church.  The scaffold had been erected the previous day and the workers were laying decking to the upper level of the scaffold when the accident occurred.  This area of the scaffold was connected to the existing scaffold by brackets made on the job from ¾-inch rebar that was bent and welded to the desired configuration.  One of these brackets broke, causing the scaffold to collapse.  Four workers were on the top level of the scaffold laying decking and fell approximately 25 feet to the concrete floor below.    The victim was fatally injured and two other workers were air lifted to area hospitals.
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.451(a)(1)

	Scaffold(s) and scaffold components were not capable of supporting without failure its own weight and at least 4 times the maximum intended load applied or transmitted to it.

	Item 1b  1926.451(a)(6)
	Scaffolds were not designed by a qualified person and were not constructed and loaded in accordance with that design.

	Item 2  1926.451(g)(2)
	The employer did not provide fall protection for employees erecting or dismantling supported scaffolds.

	Item 3  1926.454(a)
	The employer did not have each employee who performs work while on a scaffold trained by a person qualified in the subject matter to recognize the hazards associated with the type of scaffold being used and to understand the procedures to control and minimize those hazards.
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Bracket which broke





Area where the section of scaffold fell
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