28.
Electrocution



A 17-year old electrician’s assistant died while doing electrical work in a re-modeled home.  The victim and an electrician arrived at the home to re-route electrical wires left exposed when a section of wall was removed.  They were to connect those existing wires to new wires extending to other parts of the house.  The electrician turned off power at the circuit breakers and checked the wires with a volt meter.  Believing power to be off to the wires he would work on, the assistant then went upstairs alone to install a new junction box and connect existing wires to new wires which would extend to the kitchen and living room.  The electrician became busy with other tasks.  Eventually, he went upstairs to check on the assistant.  Calling out to him and receiving no reply, the electrician crawled into the attic to look for the assistant.  He found him lying on his back unconscious.  CPR was administered on site but the victim never responded.  He was transported to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead.

Citation1

	Item 1a  1926.416(a)(1)

Item 1b  1926.417(b)
	Employees were permitted to work in proximity to electric power circuits and were not protected against electric shock by de-energizing and grounding the circuits or effectively guarding the circuits by insulation or other means

Equipment or circuits that were deenergized were not rendered inoperative or did not have tags attached at all points where such equipment or circuits could be energized



Citation 2
	Item 1  TDL Rule 
0800-1-3-.05(1)(a)
	An oral report of an employment accident resulting in a fatality or the inpatient hospitalization of three or more employees was not made within eight (8) hours after the occurrence to the nearest Area Office of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health or to the TOSHA toll-free central telephone number (1-800-249-8510).
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View of attic were the victim was working





View of attic were the victim was working








