28.  Struck by I-Beam
A 43-year-old job superintendent was killed during construction of a new bridge.  Two cranes were being used in tandem to place a concrete I-beam (5 feet wide by 136 feet long, 118,939 pounds) in its position for the new bridge.  The I-beam was connected with wire rope slings to the cranes, one on the east side of the river and one on the west side.  The beam was lifted from a flat bed trailer on an existing bridge adjacent to the site for the new bridge.  It was lifted a few feet vertically and then horizontally until it cleared the guardrails of the old bridge.  After clearing the guardrails, the east end of the beam was considerable lower than the west end.  At this point, the crane on the west bank started to slide on the wooden matting and fell into the river on the west side.  The east end of the beam then fell onto the matting on the east bank.  The victim was standing on the east bank wooden matting overseeing the lift.  When the beam hit the matting, it caused a seesaw effect which catapulted the victim against the I-beam with enough force to kill him.
TOSHA Citation(s) as Originally Issued

Citation 1
	Item 1  T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees in that the person directing the tandem lift of a large concrete I-beam into its position across the river was not in a position to clearly see both cranes and was not in clear communication with both crane operators.
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I-beam, where the victim was struck





Crane in the river








