33. Struck By Log










A 56-year-old truck driver was killed while un-strapping a load of logs he had transported from the logging site to a sawmill.  The logs were arranged on the truck bed into two lengths, one group of 12- foot-long logs and one of 17-foot-long logs, with the 12-foot-long logs on the top of the load.  The 12- foot-long logs were to be used at the mill to make pallets and the 17-foot-long logs were to be taken to another sawmill.  After the victim released the tension from the two straps that held the logs in place, a log from the top of the load fell approximately 13 feet and struck him in the back of the head.  The victim was working alone, and a sawmill worker who was assigned to help him unload the logs discovered him with the log on top of him.  Emergency services were called, but the victim died from trauma to the head.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1910.266(h)(6)(vii)
	Each tie-down was not left in place over the peak log to secure all logs until the unloading lines or other protection the employer demonstrates is equivalent has been put in place.
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