34. Fall










A 34-year-old employee died when he fell through a skylight while repairing a leak on a roof at a shopping center.   The victim and a co-worker were on the roof of a breezeway at the one-story- shopping center using caulk to patch a leak.  While the co-worker inspected the roof for additional leaks, the victim knelt near the edge of the skylight to caulk a seam.  When he finished he stood up, took a step backward, and dropped through the fiberglass panel of the skylight.  He fell 18 feet to a concrete floor below, sustaining fatal injury.
Citation 1
	Item 1a  1926.501(b)(4)(i)
	Each employee on walking/working surfaces was not protected from falling through holes (including skylights) more than 6 feet above lower levels, by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems erected around such holes.

	Item 1b  1926.503(a)(1)
	The employer did not provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards, which would enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.
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View from the ground





View from the roof
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