35. Struck By Bulldozer Track









A 61-year-old heavy equipment operator was killed while unloading a bulldozer from a flat bed trailer.  The construction crew arrived at the site where the excavation was to be conducted at a meter station along a state highway.  When the foggy weather conditions of the early morning began to clear, the crew decided that conditions were acceptable to begin work.  The crew removed the boomers from the dozer and lowered the ramps on the truck.  The victim climbed on the dozer and moved it eight to ten feet toward the back of the trailer.  As the tracks started over the ramp, the dozer began to slide.  The victim stopped the dozer and when it stopped sliding, he began to move it again.  At that point, the dozer slid quickly off the trailer.  The victim jumped off the dozer as it went off the trailer.  The dozer tilted quickly, affecting the victim’s jump, and he lost his footing as he landed on the trailer.  The dozer rocked up and down toward the trailer and pinned the victim with the track.  He died 18 days later in the hospital from his injuries.  
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