36. Fall









A 32-year-old business owner died when he fell through a hole in a roof.  The previous day he had told his employees to cover the roof, including an open chimney flue hole, with black felt paper, as rain was in the forecast for the evening hours.  The following day while his employees were working on the roof, the victim went onto the roof and apparently forgot that the hole was there.  He stepped on the spot where the flue hole was and fell approximately 24 feet to the ground below, sustaining fatal injuries. 
No Citations Issued     (Victim was the employer) 
If the victim had been an employee, the following citations could have been issued:
	Item 1  1926.501(b)(4)(i)
	Each employee on walking/working surfaces shall be protected from falling through holes (including skylights) more than 6 feet (1.8m) above lower levels by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems erected around such holes.

	Item 2 1926.501(b)(11)
	Each employee on a steep roof with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet (1.8m) or more above lower levels shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems with toeboards, safety nets systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 3  1916.503(a)(1)
	The employer shall provide a training program for each employee who might be exposed to fall hazards; the program shall enable each employee to recognize the hazards of falling and shall train each employee in the procedures to be followed in order to minimize these hazards.

	Item 4 1916.503(b)(1)
	The employer shall verify compliance with the training requirements by preparing a written certification record.
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Arrow indicates hole the victim fell through








