38.  Struck By Home-Made Anvil








A 21-year-old worker was killed while handling medical waste for disposal.  He and three co-workers were engaged in their daily routine of emptying containers of medical waste into dumpsters to be weighed and transferred into a compactor before transport to a landfill.  When one particular dumpster was full, one of the co-workers got onto a forklift with a homemade anvil attached to use the anvil to push the trash down.  The anvil was made of welded tubular steel welded to a steel plate with a waste can filled with sand in the center of the frame.  It weighed about 1000 pounds.  As the forklift was backing away from the dumpster, the victim walked from the work platform onto the top of the medical waste to fill some voids by moving the waste bags around.  As the victim walked onto the waste, the dumpster shifted and he lost his balance.  He grabbed for the frame of the anvil to regain his balance.  The forklift driver was facing the rear and did not know the victim was hanging onto the anvil, so he continued to back up.  The anvil, since it was not secured to the forks, and the forks were angled downward slightly, slid off the forks and fell to the floor with the victim still holding on.  The anvil then rotated over onto the victim and pinned him between the anvil and the floor.  Emergency medical services were called, but the victim died from the injury sustained.
Citation 1
	Item 1  1910.23(c)(1)
	Open sided floor(s) or platform(s) 4 feet or more above the adjacent floor or ground level were not guarded by a standard railing (or the equivalent) on all open sides.

	Item 2a  1910.178(l)(1)(i)
	Operators were not trained in the safe operation of powered industrial trucks as demonstrated by the successful completion of the training and evaluation as required by the standard.

	Item 2b  1910.178(l)(2)(ii)
	Training did not consist of a combination of formal instruction, practical training, and evaluation of the operator’s performance in the workplace.

	Item 2c  1910.178(o)(5)
	The load engaging means were not placed under the load as far as possible, nor was the mast tilted backward to stabilize the load.
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