3.  Struck By Overturned Bales of Fiber
A 48-year old powered industrial truck operator was killed while cleaning the floor in a warehouse.  Bales of mill waste, gin motes, cotton, and other fibers were stored in the warehouse until used to make batting for mattresses.  The victim was assigned to move stored bales to a different location and clear scrap fibers from the floor.  At the time of the accident, there were two stacks located at the rear of the storage area.  One stack was 10 bales high and located against the wall; in front of it was a stack five bales high.  The 10 bale high stack was in a leaning position after other stacks around it had been moved.   Each bale weighed about 500 pounds.  The victim parked his truck and began to clean loose fibers from the floor.  While he was cleaning the floor, the top five bales from the stack against the wall fell and struck him.  He was airlifted to a nearby medical center, but died there from his injuries.  
Citation 1

	Item 1  1910.176(b)
	Bags, containers, bundles, etc., stored in tiers were not stacked, blocked, interlocked and limited in height so that they are stable and secure against sliding or collapse.  
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Area where the accident occurred








