5.  Fall From Steel Beam

A 46-year old fell to his death while installing metal roof decking on a church under construction.  Two sheets of decking had been placed and the victim and a co-worker were installing the third sheet.  They were working from an aerial lift basket which had been set down on the decking already in place.  Two other co-workers lowered the decking sheets down from a concrete slab above using ropes and clamps affixed to the ends of the sheets.  When the victim unhooked the third sheet of decking from the rope and clamps holding it, the rope swung around a brace and became tangled so that it could not be retrieved by the workers above who needed it to lower the next sheet of decking.  The victim unhooked his fall protection lanyard from the aerial lift and crawled onto an I-beam adjacent to the brace where the rope was hung up.  He lost his balance and grip on the I-beam and fell approximately 60 feet to the ground below.  
Citation 1
	Item 1  1926.501(b)(1)
	Each employee on a walking/working surface with an unprotected side or edge which was 6 feet or more above a lower level was not protected from falling by the use of guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

	Item 2  1926.760(a)(1)
	Each employee engaged in a steel erection activity who was on a walking/working surface with an unprotected side or edge more than 15 feet above a lower level was not protected from fall hazards by guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, positioning device systems, or fall restraint systems.

	Item 3  1926.760(d)(1)
	Guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, and their components did not conform to the criteria in 1926.502
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Tangled rope employee was trying to free when he fell








