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Gas Explosion










A 62-year-old city employee was severely burned on his back, stomach, and chest while attempting to light a natural gas water heater.  He had been given a work order to re-light a natural gas pilot for a water heater located in the basement of an apartment complex.  There were four water heaters in the room installed side by side.  Approximately five feet in front of the water heaters was a gas fired furnace.  While apparently purging air from the supply line, he also purged natural gas into the room and one of the three remaining gas water heater pilots or the pilot to the gas furnace ignited the gas.  The explosion did no damage to the building structure, but provided enough force to knock the victim down and ignite his clothes.  The apartment complex owner discovered the burning victim and tried to smother the fire with three blankets.  Emergency services were called and the victim was airlifted to a local burn center where he died two days later.
Notice of Unsafe or Unhealthy Conditions in the Public Sector
	Item 1  T.C.A. 50-3-105(1)
	The employer did not furnish employment and a place of employment which were free from recognized hazards that were causing or likely to cause death or serious physical harm to employees, in that inadequate precautions were taken to prevent an accidental ignition of a residential gas pilot that exploded and fatally injured an employee.
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Area where the fire occurred








