7.  Fall From Bridge

A 37-year old worker died while working on a bridge restoration project.  Steel cables had been installed about four feet underneath steel I-beams on the underside of the bridge.  On the morning of the accident, one worker installed a six feet wide portion of nine gauge chain-linked fence to the steel cables using two feet long synthetic ties.  These fence panels were to be installed underneath the entire bridge and covered with tarp so that when the bridge was eventually sandblasted the panels would catch the debris.  The panels were to also serve as a walking/working surface for employees while the bridge was painted.  Once this first section of fence panel had been secured, the victim and two other workers climbed down onto it using the ladder on the boom of a nearby Snooper truck.  They were to continue installing additional fence panels across the entire underside of the bridge, with one employee working on top of the bridge and handing down the rolls of fence panels to the employees working underneath.  The victim, working underneath the bridge, reached up to grab a roll of fence to install and stepped on a portion of the second section of fence panel which had not yet been fully secured to the steel beams.  It could not support his weight and he fell through to the ground approximately 42 feet below.  He died on site within minutes after the fall.  He was not wearing a safety harness.  
Citation  1
	Item 1 1926.501(b)(2)(i)
	Employees who are constructing leading edge 6 feet (1.8 meter) or more above lower levels were not protected from falling by a guardrail system, safety net system, or personal fall arrest system.
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