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7 & 8.  Chemical Exposure








    
Eight employees of two industrial contractors were hospitalized after being exposed to hydrogen fluoride gas at a petroleum refinery.  The refinery was in the process of a major turnaround (shutdown for maintenance) and numerous outside contractors were on site.  The four employees were working in the hydrogen fluoride area when the release occurred.  As part of the maintenance process, a process safety valve was removed and pipe flanges were disassembled for inspection.  The lines were then pressurized with steam and hydrogen fluoride before re-blinding of the process line.  This re-pressurization resulted in the failure of a gate valve and the release of hydrogen fluoride into the area.  The contractor employees were not involved in the cause of the release but were in the area assembling scaffolding for another job and serving as welders and safety technicians when the release occurred.  They experienced respiratory difficulties, were evacuated from the facility, and transported to a local hospital where they remained overnight.  
No Citations Issued





Process area of the refinery





Catastrophes—No Fatalities











