8.  Fall from upper level



A 50-year old truck driver was killed when a hand rail gave way allowing him to fall 17 feet.  The victim pulled his truck into a loading area on the lower level of the station and exited the truck.  The truck was loaded from hoppers located on the upper level and above the truck bed.  Once the truck was fully loaded, the loader operator proceeded down the stairs from the upper level to the lower level to help the truck driver place a tarp over the load.  As he approached the stairs, he noticed that a section of the hand rail was missing.  At the edge of the upper level he looked below and saw the victim lying on the ground with the hand rail a few feet away.  He was transported to a local hospital.  He died from a heart attack five days later while still in the hospital.  The medical examiner stated he had sustained multiple blunt force traumas.  The investigation revealed that the guard rail met the required strength requirements.
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Handrail has been re-installed





Where the handrail broke loose





Where the victim was found








