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Governor’s Books from Birth Foundation
710 James Robertson Pkwy., 11th Floor

Nashville, TN 37243
1-(866)-368-6371

www.governorsfoundation.org

Jeff Conyers, President

Created in 2004 by Governor Phil Bredesen, this nonprofit foundation fosters 
the ongoing implementation of the statewide Imagination Library in all 95 
Tennessee counties.  Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library mails a new, high-
quality, age-appropriate book every month to registered children, from birth 
until age five – at no cost to the family, regardless of income.  The Founda-
tion administers an annual state budgetary allocation to cover half of each 
county’s monthly book order, and also raises statewide monies to financially 
assist “distressed” counties.  By late 2008, well over half of Tennessee’s total 
eligible population of under-five children was enrolled in the Imagination 
Library.  In 2007, the Tennessee Board of Regents completed a study on the 
program’s impact on learning preparedness of children now enrolled in public 

schools.  Surveyed kindergarten and pre-K teachers collectively affirmed that Imagination Library 
participants were “better prepared” than non-participants in the areas of reading, thinking, listening 
and social skills, and that on average, Imagination Library participants exceeded teacher expecta-
tions.  Electronic enrollment for the statewide Imagination Library was launched in April 2009 at 
www.GovernorsFoundation.org.

Governor’s Office of Children’s Care Coordination
27th Floor, Tennessee Tower
Nashville, TN 37243-0530

(615) 741-5346

Bob Duncan, Executive Director

The Governor’s Office of Children’s Care Coordination was established by 
Governor Bredesen in May 2004 to coordinate a wide range of services avail-
able to children through state departments and the private sector, with an 
emphasis on the delivery of children’s physical and behavioral health ser-
vices. The Office collaborates with numerous government, business and com-
munity partners to ensure state departments are meeting the requirements of 
state and federal laws and of court orders relating to health care services for 
children. The Office places a particular emphasis on children at risk of cus-
tody due to health-related matters, reducing infant mortality and achieving 
programmatic and financial efficiencies in systems serving children and their 
families. The Office spearheads efforts to translate science into public policy 

and to implement evidence-based practices throughout the system in an effort to elevate the quality 
of all services to Tennessee’s children. 






