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Campaigns & Lobbying - 1 

SB3413 / HB3668 Restoration of voting rights to ex-convicts owing support. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description Removes requirement that a person must pay outstanding child support obligations that 

accumulated while a person was incarcerated to have right of suffrage restored. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

Corrections - 3 

HB3329 Payment for mental health treatment of some inmates. 

Sponsors Rep. Joe Carr  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the state rather than a county to pay for mental 

health treatment of inmates charged with a misdemeanor. - Amends TCA Title 33. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2873 / HB3027 Payment for mental health treatment for inmates. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Requires the state, rather than the county, to pay for mental health treatment of inmates 

charged with a misdemeanor in Greene County. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB3293 / HB3650 Reports on the cost of care for an inmate. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires department of correction reports on the cost of care 

for an inmate to include an itemized list of the necessary provisions included in such cost. - 

Amends TCA Title 8; Title 40, Chapter 24 and Title 41, Chapter 21, Part 9. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

Criminal Law - 109 

SB1590 / HB1743 TN Animal Abuser Registry. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Janis Baird Sontany  

Description Establishes a registry for persons convicted of animal abuse, and requires the registry to be 

maintained by the TBI. Also, requires the registry to be made available for public inquiry 

on the Internet. Requires the clerk of court in which a person's conviction for an animal 

abuse offense occurs to forward to the TBI a copy of the judgment document of the 

conviction, the abuser's home address, and other information for each person convicted of a 

animal abuse offense. Requires the information to be forwarded to the TBI within 45 days 

of the date of judgment. 

Senate Status 03/01/2011 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3413.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3329.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2873.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3293.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB1743.pdf
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House Status 03/03/2011 - Referred to House Agriculture. House Government Operations will review if 

recommended. 

SB2123 / HB2162 Failure to report missing children. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Tony Shipley  

Description Enacts the "Caylee Anthony act." Creates a Class E felony for any parent who fails to 

make, or refuses to make, all reasonable efforts to report a missing dependent child to the 

appropriate authorities within 24 hours of the time the parent knew, learned or believed the 

child was missing. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Judiciary 02/08/12. 

SB2124 / HB2163 Failure to report missing children. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Creates a Class A misdemeanor for parents who fail to report a missing child within 48 

hours of knowing, learning or believing that the child is missing. Creates a Class C felony if 

the parent fails to notify the authorities and serious bodily injury or death to the child 

occurs. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2153 / HB3198 Release eligibility status for carjacking or burglary. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Adds carjacking and especially aggravated burglary to offenses for which a defendant is 

required to serve at least 85 percent of the sentence imposed before release eligibility. 

Specifies that certain prisoners may be released from confinement upon turning 65 if such 

prisoners have served 15 consecutive calendar years. offenses for which a defendant is 

required to serve at least 85 percent of the sentence imposed before release eligibility. 

Specifies that certain prisoners may be released from confinement upon turning 65 if such 

prisoners have served 15 consecutive calendar years. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2172 / HB2218 Controlled substance analogues prohibited. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Tony Shipley  

Description Defines "controlled substance analogue" as a capsule, pill, powder, product, or other 

substance with the chemical structure that is a derivative of, or substantially similar to, the 

chemical structure of a controlled substance; or has a stimulant, depressant, or 

hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous system of a controlled substance. Creates a new 

felony offense for a person who knowingly manufactures, delivers, dispenses, or sells a 

controlled substance analogue, or who possesses a controlled substance analogue with the 

intent to manufacture, deliver, dispense, or sell such substance. Punishment varies from a 

Class B to a Class E felony depending on the schedule of the controlled substance. Creates 

a new Class A misdemeanor offense for a person who knowingly possesses or casually 

exchanges a controlled substance analogue; or who represents, advertises, infers, or intends 

that a controlled substance analogue is a derivative of, or substantially similar to, the 

chemical structure of a controlled substance or has the same effected as a controlled 

substance. 

Senate Status 01/24/2012 - Senate Judiciary recommended with amendment 1, as amended. Sent to 

Senate Finance, Ways & Means. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2123.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2124.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2153.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2218.pdf
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House Status 01/10/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB2176 / HB2191 Creates felony offenses for harboring illegal aliens. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Tony Shipley  

Description Creates a Class E felony offense of concealing, harboring, shielding from detection, or 

transporting illegal aliens in this state. Specifies that the same offense is a Class D felony if 

illegal drugs are also being transported. Creates other felony offenses involving concealing 

or transporting illegal aliens. Provides that certain property utilized in committing such 

offenses be subject to forfeiture. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB3092 / HB2221 Sexual activity of minors on premises of business. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Prohibits business owners from knowingly permitting minors to engage in sexual activity 

on the premises of the business. A violation of this crime is a Class D felony and a Class C 

felony if the minor is less than thirteen years of age. the premises of the business. - Amends 

TCA Title 39; Title 40; Title 67; Title 68 and Title 71. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3663 / HB2198 Tattooing of minors. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Increases penalty for tattooing of minors from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class E felony. 

Requires the owner or operator of a tattoo establishment to post a copy of the statutes 

regarding tattooing of minors in a conspicuous place where it may be readily observed by 

the public. Adds recordkeeping and other requirements for tattooing of minors. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Commerce. 

HB2327 Expands definition of aggravated child abuse. 

Sponsors Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Adds a mother's substance abuse of illegal drugs during pregnancy to the definition 

ofsubsequent offense of public indecency. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

HB2692 Enhances penalty for indecent exposure. 

Sponsors Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Creates Class E felony for indecent exposure in cases where the defendant is 18 years of 

age or older and the victim is under 13 and the offense occurs on the property of a school or 

child care facility at a time children are likely to be present. Requires the court to order a 

person convicted of this crime to be enrolled in a satellite-based monitoring program for the 

full term of probation in cases of judicial diversion. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

HB2698 Targeting Hoodlums Using Guns (THUG) Rewards Act. 

Sponsors Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Institutes a $500 reward for any person who reports information to a law enforcement 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2191.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2221.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2198.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2327.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2692.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2698.pdf


TCCY Legislative Report 

2/03/2012 

4 

officer that leads to apprehension and conviction of a felon in a possession of a firearm, in 

addition to a person who is convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

HB2707 Increases expunction fee. 

Sponsors Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Increases the fee a defendant must pay to request diversion from $50 to $100. Increases the 

expunction fee at the completion of diversion from $50 to $350. Expands TBI's use of the 

fund these fees go into to include employing personnel, purchasing equipment and supplies, 

funding employee education and training, maintenance, computer system support, and 

anything else that will allow the bureau to run efficiently. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

HB2852 Sexual offenders - forfeiture of property.  

Sponsors Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Allows any conveyance or real or personal property used while violating a provision of the 

sexual offender registry to be forfeited. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

HB2939 Defines commercial sex act and criminalizes trafficking. 

Sponsors Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Defines commercial sex act to mean any sexual act for which something of value is given 

or received and specifies what constitutes such act; classifies it as a sexual offense. 

Replaces previous language of sexual servitude with commercial sex act. Creates Class B 

felony for such acts, except where the victim is under the age of 13 or where the offense 

occurs on the grounds or within 1000 feet of a school, child care agency, public library, 

recreational center, or public park, it is a Class A felony. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

HB3074 Indecent exposure. 

Sponsors Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary: As introduced, clarifies that indecent exposure can exist where certain 

behavior appears to be sexual conduct to an ordinary observer. - Amends TCA Title 39 and 

Title 40. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2182 / HB2278 Removes statute of limitations for rape of a child. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Richard Floyd  

Description Removes statues of limitation for persecution following sexual offenses committed against 

a child on or after July 1, 2012. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2188 / HB2502 Failure to report death of child by parent. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2707.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2852.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2939.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3074.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2182.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2188.pdf
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Description Creates a Class E felony for parents' failure to notify authorities of their child's death within 

one hour of when the parent discovered, or should have discovered, the child's death or 

reasonably believed the child was dead. Parents have 24 hours to report a missing child. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2196 / HB2289 Revocation of business license for sale of synthetic drugs. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Authorizes the commissioner of revenue or local official to revoke business licenses for the 

illegal sale of synthetic drug derivatives or analogues of methcathinone, and local boards to 

revoke the beer license of a business selling said drugs. No permits may be reissued for at 

least 60 days. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB2199 / HB2337 Repeal date for TN Transitioning Youth Empowerment Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Removes the 2012 repeal date for the Tennessee's Transitioning Youth Empowerment Act 

of 2010. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate General Welfare. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Children & Family Affairs Committee 02/08/12. 

SB2205 / HB2343 Police powers by department of correction employees. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Authorizes department of correction (DOC) employees who are appointed as special agents 

or as director of internal affairs; who have completed law enforcement training in 

accordance with internal standards; and who have successfully completed the Tennessee 

Bureau of Investigations basic agent training, to carry weapons in the course of their duties. 

Expands the definition of "law enforcement officer" to include a warden, deputy warden, 

associate warden, correctional administrator, assistant or deputy commissioner, or a 

commissioner who has successfully completed firearms training in accordance with the 

DOC standards. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Floor 02/06/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House State & Local Government Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2223 / HB2361 Qualifications for youth services officers. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Removes requirement that police officers, sheriffs, corrections officers, and youth services 

officers be free of all apparent mental disorders. Intended to comply with ADA. (Part of 

Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/17/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2230 / HB2368 Provisions governing scheduling of controlled substances. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Updates the provisions governing the scheduling of Schedule I, II, III, IV controlled 

substances. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status None 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2289.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2337.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2343.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2361.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2368.pdf
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SB2235 / HB2373 Sale and purchase of immediate methamphetamine precursor. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Clarifies that attempting to sell or buy methamphetamine precursors with intent to make 

methamphetamine, sell it or deliver it to someone who intends to, or with reckless disregard 

for the precursor's intended use or the recipient's intent are class A misdemeanors. (Part of 

Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status None 

SB2250 / HB2388 Unlawful possession of gun with previous felony conviction. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Increases the punishment for unlawful possession of firearm by person with previous felony 

conviction from Class E to Class C if they have been convicted of a felony involving the 

use or attempted force, violence or a deathly weapon. Increases punishment from Class E to 

a Class D if they have been convicted of a felony drug offense. (Part of Administration 

Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2251 / HB2389 Second offense for domestic assault. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Establishes increased punishment for second and subsequent convictions for domestic 

assault. (Part of Administration Package 2012.) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2252 / HB2390 Enhanced punishment for crimes of force or violence. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Requires a crime of force or violence committed while acting in concert with two or more 

persons to be classified as one classification higher than if it was committed alone. (Part of 

Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2280 / HB2286 Manufacturing or selling an imitation controlled substance. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description State Summary: As introduced, creates Class E felony of manufacturing or selling an 

imitation controlled substance and the Class A misdemeanors of ingesting an imitation 

controlled substance and possessing an imitation controlled substance for the purpose of 

ingesting it. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 01/10/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB2349 / HB2311 Aggravated rape conviction requires 100% of sentence served. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Requires aggravated rapist to serve the entire sentence imposed by the court if the offense 

occurs on or after July 1, 2012. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2373.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2388.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2389.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2390.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2286.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2311.pdf
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SB2368 / HB2488 Penalty enhanced for involuntary labor of minors. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Enhances the penalty for involuntary labor servitude where the victim was under age 13 

and adds means by which the crime is possible. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2369 / HB2489 Civil right of action for victim s of human trafficking. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Permits victims of human trafficking to bring a civil action for actual damages, 

compensatory damages, punitive damages, injunctive relief, any combination of those or 

any other appropriate relief. Specifies that restitution to victims of human trafficking 

include those items covered by the criminal injuries compensation fund as well as costs of 

medical and psychological treatment, including physical and occupational therapy and 

rehabilitation, costs of necessary transportation, temporary housing, and child care, and 

attorney's fees and other court-related costs such as victim advocate fees. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2370 / HB2492 Development of plan to assist victims of human trafficking. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Directs the department of human services to develop a plan for the delivery of services to 

victims of human trafficking. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Judiciary deferred to 02/22/12. 

SB2371 / HB2493 Trafficking in commercial sex acts - offense created. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Defines "commercial sex act" as any sexual act for which something of value is given or 

received. Replaces the existing Class B felony offense of "trafficking for sexual servitude" 

with "trafficking a person for a commercial sex act" and adds the attempt to subject, benefit 

from, or attempt to benefit from another person's provision of a commercial sex act. 

Requires a person who is convicted of a commercial sex act offense to register with the TBI 

pursuant to the Tennessee Sexual Offender and Violent Sexual Offender Registration, 

Verification and Tracking Act of 2004. Elevates the offense to a Class A felony if the 

victim is a child between 13 and 15 years of age. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2394 / HB2291 Prohibits mere possession of a synthetic derivative. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Creates Class A misdemeanor offense of possession of a synthetic derivative or analogue of 

methcathinone. In current law, possession with intent to sell, produce or manufacture is a 

Class A misdemeanor. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2399 / HB2713 Failure to provide DNA sample by sexual offender. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Creates a Class E felony for failure of a sexual offender and violent sexual offender to 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2368.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2369.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2370.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2371.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2291.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2399.pdf


TCCY Legislative Report 

2/03/2012 

8 

provide a DNA sample as required by law. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2402 / HB2290 Disposition of proceeds derived from drug seizures. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Allows proceeds from seizures and confiscations in drug cases to be used to provide 

emergency care for children removed from a home in which methamphetamine was being 

produced. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2425 / HB2420 Increased expunction fee after diversion programs. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Eric Watson  

Description Increases expunction fee following the successful completion of diversion programs. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Withdrawn in House. 

SB2426 / HB3226 Increases fee for expungement of records. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Eric Watson  

Description Increases to 350 dollars from 50 dollars the fee for expunction of records after successful 

completion of a pretrial diversion program or a judicial diversion program. Requires a 

defendant requesting diversion to pay a 100-dollar fee before a certificate of eligibility for 

diversion will be issued. Designates funds from collection of these fees to the TBI for the 

following purposes: employing personnel, purchasing equipment, education and 

development of employees, maintaining the expunged criminal offender and pretrial 

diversion database, any other computer and maintenance expenses incurred by the bureau, 

or for any other purpose to allow the bureau's business to be done in a more efficient and 

expeditions manner. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2438 / HB2733 Public indecency repeat offender fine increased. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Increases from $1,500 to $2,000 the fine that may be imposed for a third or subsequent 

offense of public indecency. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2439 / HB2732 TBI must report sexual offender registration within 48 hrs. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Requires the TBI to report sexual offender registration, verification, and tracking 

information to the FBI "within 48 hours of receiving such information" instead of 

"promptly." 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2443 / HB2731 Civil judgment for restitution modification of time limit.  

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Increases the time for a crime victim to collect unpaid restitution under a civil judgment for 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2290.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2420.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2426.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2438.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2439.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2443.pdf
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nonpayment. Increases the time a judgment remains in effect from 10 years to 20 years. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2497 / HB2761 Resisting a stop, frisk, halt or search. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Removes the requirement that a defendant must use force against a law enforcement officer 

in order to commit the offense of resisting a stop, frisk, halt or search. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2507 / HB2645 Sale or distribution of dangerous compounds. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description Creates a Class A misdemeanor to knowingly produce, manufacture, distribute, sell, or 

possess with intent to produce, manufacture, distribute or sell any compound that is derived 

from or a modification of two amino- one phenyl -one propanone. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/19/2012 - Introduced in the House. 

SB2508 / HB2638 Living on non-residential public property. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Eric Watson  

Description Creates Class C misdemeanor offenses for living on publicly-owned, non-residential 

property and for assembly on publicly-owned property that poses a health or safety hazard 

to others. Specifies that persons committing these offenses are subject to removal from the 

property and liable for damage or depletion in property value. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2544 / HB2459 Persons under 21 cannot enter liquor store without adult. 

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Jimmy A. Eldridge  

Description Creates a Class C misdemeanor for any person under 21 years old who enters a liquor store 

who is not accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or a spouse who is 21 years or older. 

Creates a Class C misdemeanor for a person who is over 21 to bring an under 21 year old 

person into an establishment. Creates offense for any person who is visibly intoxicated to 

enter an establishment. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2555 / HB2640 Offense of harassment revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Charles Curtiss  

Description Deletes provisions of harassment committed by communicating with, transmitting or 

displaying an image to another. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2556 / HB2641 Images used to harass and bully. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Charles Curtiss  

Description Limits the offenses of harassment by communicate with or display of an image with the 

intent to intimidate a victim. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2497.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2507.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2508.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2459.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2555.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2556.pdf
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House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2590 / HB2823 Immunity - victims of human trafficking.  

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Grants immunity from prosecution of prostitution where a person is a victim of involuntary 

labor servitude, sexual servitude, or where the person is a victim as defined under the 

federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2604 / HB2678 Defendants who are unlawfully present in U.S. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description Requires a defendant who is unlawfully in the US to be defined as a flight risk when arrest 

for causing a traffic accident causing a serious bodily injury or death, driving without a 

valid driver license, or having no evidence of financial responsibility. Allows clerks to set 

the amount of bail in excess of listed amount if the defendant is seen as a flight risk. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Judiciary 02/08/12. 

SB2605 / HB2856 Displaying sexual activity to minor by electronic means. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Clarifies that law permits prosecution and conviction for displaying sexual activity to a 

minor by electronic communication regardless of whether the victim is a minor or an 

undercover police officer posing as a minor. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB2658 / HB2857 Assault and aggravated assault against health care provider. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Increases the punishment for assault and aggravated assault against health care providers. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB2667 / HB2626 Collection of DNA samples upon conviction. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description Adds five homicide offenses to the list of violent offenses for which a DNA sample is taken 

and stored in the database upon arrest rather than conviction. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2675 / HB2656 Sexual exploitation of a minor. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Makes technical changes to clarify the offenses of soliciting sexual exploitation of a minor 

and exploitation of minor by electronic means to make language consistent. Uses 

definitions from other parts of the code for certain undefined terms, including community, 

material, patently offensive and sexual activity. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Judiciary deferred to 02/15/12. 

SB2697 / HB2890 Eligibility for drug court treatment programs.  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2590.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2678.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2605.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2658.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2626.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2656.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2697.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Eric Watson  

Description Provides that a person is eligible for a drug court treatment program if the person has been 

charged with, but not convicted of a felony or does not have a demonstrated pattern of 

convictions for misdemeanor offenses. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB2716 / HB2824 Manufacture of synthetic cannabinoids. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description Adds to the definition of the chemical composition of Cyclohexylphenols, an active 

chemical ingredient in the hallucinogenic plant salvia divinorum and synthetic 

cannabinoids. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/23/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2741 / HB2847 Child sexual abuse offenders - custody and visitation. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description Establishes a rebuttable presumption that awarding sole custody, joint legal or joint 

physical custody or unsupervised visitation to the perpetrator of child abuse or child sexual 

abuse is not in the best interest of the child. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2749 / HB3363 Failure to report a missing child. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Barrett Rich  

Description Creates a Class E felony for a parent to fail or refuse to report a missing child within 24 

hours of the time the parent learned the child was missing. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2771 / HB2701 Prescription for immediate precursor of methamphetamine. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Requires a valid prescription issued by a licensed physician be presented for obtainment of 

products that contain immediate methamphetamine precursors from a pharmacy. Broadly 

captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2776 / HB2825 Access to controlled substance database. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Allows a county medical examiner to access the controlled substance database, and subjects 

them to confidentiality except when the information obtained is appropriately included in 

an official report. Exempts authorized database users acting in good faith from civil and 

criminal liability related. Establishes a presumption of good faith action for medical 

examiners conducting an investigation with database information. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/23/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2780 / HB2774 Increases expunction fee. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Eric Watson  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2824.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2847.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2749.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2701.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2825.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2774.pdf
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Description Increases the expunction fee from $50.00 to $350.00 following the successful completion 

of diversion programs. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2793 / HB2817 Sexual offenders may not have residence near church. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Prohibits a sexual offender from having a primary or secondary home, or accept 

employment 1,000 feet from a place of worship. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB2804 / HB2925 New Schedule I and II substances. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Adds new substances to list of Schedule I and Schedule II drugs. Expands definitions of 

hallucinogens and stimulants to include analogues and derivatives. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB2817 / HB2986 Report on missing child. 

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Ryan A. Haynes  

Description Clarifies that a missing child report must be entered in the NCIC database, but does not 

have to be entered in the MCOT database. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2836 / HB3365 Preventing another person from making an emergency call. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Barrett Rich  

Description Creates a Class A misdemeanor if an individual knowingly prevents or interferes with 

another person's ability to place an emergency telephone call in an emergency to a law 

enforcement agency, medical facility, or another entity with a purpose to provide for the 

safety of individuals, or to recklessly render unusable a telephone that would be use by 

another to place an emergency phone call. Creates a Class E felony for anyone who has 

previously been convicted of the offense. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2858 / HB3236 Prevents sex offenders from commercial drivers licenses. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Prohibits sex offenders from obtaining or renewing commercial drivers licenses. Broadly 

captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Transportation. 

SB2862 / HB3193 Penalizing mislabeling of known synthetic drug substances. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Prohibits persons and entities from selling or otherwise introducing into the stream of 

commerce a product labeled for a use that the person or entity knows or reasonably should 

know will be used in a manner other then the labeled purpose and is recognized as a 

synthetic drug. A violation of this bill is subject to the penalties and remedies provided in 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2817.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2925.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2986.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2836.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2858.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2862.pdf
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Consumer Protection Act. Plaintiff may be awarded treble damages if the violation was 

willful or knowing. This bill provides that in any civil action brought wherein a violation of 

this bill is found, the person bringing the civil action will be entitled to the greater of treble 

the actual damages incurred, plus reasonable attorney's fees and costs or $10,000 per 

violation. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2874 / HB3028 Child abuse - mother's ingestion of drugs during pregnancy. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Includes ingestion of illegal drugs during pregnancy, which causes the child to be born with 

illegal substances present within the child's bodily fluids, as part of the definition for severe 

child abuse. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2892 / HB2895 Evaluating best interest of child in juvenile court. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Defines "best interest of child" to assist the evaluation process of what is best for the child 

in juvenile court and foster care proceeding. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2922 / HB2854 DNA specimens from sexual offenders. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Requires certain criminal offenders, who are not incarcerated at the time of sentencing, to 

report to county probation division to give biological sample. Requires the defendant to pay 

processing and storing of the specimen. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Judiciary 02/08/12. 

SB2981 / HB2898 Failure to protect child from severe child abuse. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Makes knowing and not protecting a child from abuse the same as committing the abuse. 

Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2988 / HB2990 Sentencing for first time offender of domestic assault. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Allows a judge to sentence a first-time offender of domestic assault to attend a 24 week 

intervention program. Requires the offender to serve all 24 weeks of the program before the 

course is deemed complete. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2989 / HB3364 Defendants being considered indigent. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Barrett Rich  

Description State Summary: As introduced, prohibits defendants who make an appearance bond from 

being considered indigent for purposes of a court-appointed attorney. - Amends TCA Title 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3028.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2895.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2854.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2898.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2990.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2989.pdf
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8, Chapter 14; Title 16; Title 37, Chapter 1; Title 39; Title 40 and Title 55, Chapter 10, Part 

4. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2997 / HB2853 Promoting prostitution - sex offender registry. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Adds the offense of promoting prostitution to the list of sexual offenses that require 

registration under the sex offender registry. Adds second offense of promoting prostitution 

to the list of violent sexual offenses. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Judiciary 02/08/12. 

SB3004 / HB2869 Participating in criminal gang activity. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Vince Dean  

Description Creates a Class E felony for participating in criminal gang activity. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3005 / HB2868 Commission of criminal gang offense - racketeering. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Vince Dean  

Description Includes committing or attempting criminal gang offenses within the definition of 

racketeering activity and enterprise in the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization 

(RICO) Act of 1989. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3014 / HB2894 Definition of dependent and neglected child revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Expands the definition of dependent and neglected child to include a child who has 

contracted a sexually transmitted disease. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3016 / HB2922 Drug crimes and beer sales permit revocation. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Requires revocation or suspension for at least 60 days of beer sales permit held by any 

person who is convicted of a drug crime. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to House State & Local Government. 

SB3017 / HB2923 Drug offenses and tobacco license revocation. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Requires the commissioner of revenue to revoke the tobacco license of a person convicted 

of a state drug offense for at least 60 days. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House Agriculture Subcommittee. 

SB3018 / HB3175 Controlled substance analogues. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Tony Shipley  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2853.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2869.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2868.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2894.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2922.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2923.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3018.pdf


TCCY Legislative Report 

2/03/2012 

15 

Description State Summary: As introduced, implements various procedures concerning controlled 

substance analogues in the same manner in which those procedures are carried out 

concerning controlled substances. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 7; Title 8; Title 10; Title 29; 

Title 36; Title 37; Title 38; Title 39; Title 40; Title 41; Title 49; Title 50; Title 53; Title 55; 

Title 57; Title 62; Title 63; Title 65; Title 67 and Title 68. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB3034 / HB2900 No pleading out for less offense for domestic assault. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Prohibits defendants charged with domestic assault from pleading to a lesser offense. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3036 / HB2902 Domestic assault a Class A misdemeanor. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Requires domestic assault to be charged as a Class A misdemeanor. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3051 / HB3154 Reporting deadlines - controlled substance database. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. David Shepard  

Description State Summary: As introduced, changes the reporting deadlines for entries to the controlled 

substance database from at least monthly to at least every two weeks. - Amends TCA Title 

53, Chapter 10. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status None 

SB3054 / HB2469 Reporting requirements for jailed non-citizens of U.S. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description Requires every jail and detention facility to annually report to the department of correction 

the number of persons arrested, booked, or confined who are not US citizens or whose 

status cannot be determined. Excludes counties or municipalities who have a memorandum 

of understanding with homeland security or the customs enforcement criminal alien 

program prohibits it. Requires the commissioner of correction to send an annual report to 

the speaker of the house, speaker of the senate, and the judiciary committees of the senate 

and house. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House State & Local Government Committee 02/07/12. 

SB3076 / HB3257 Definition of public place in regard to indecent acts. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary: As introduced, specifies that a public place includes places that an ordinary 

observer would see while located in a public place. - Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3112 / HB2285 Community service as punishment for simple possession. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Adds community service as a punishment for possession or casual exchange of certain 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2900.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2902.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3051.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2469.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3076.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2285.pdf
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controlled substances. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3145 / HB3579 Domestic violence reporting and consent provisions revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Provides that reporting of injury, except in cases of those caused by deadly weapon upon a 

domestic violence victim or sexual assault on an adult who does not wish to give consent to 

give identifying information to law enforcement, may be done on forms that provide 

location and injury information but not name and address of victim. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3146 / HB3256 Inpatient psychiatric evaluation of child. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires certain contractors of department of children's 

services to petition a court for an inpatient psychiatric evaluation of a child in certain 

circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 33; Title 37 and Title 49. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3154 / HB3283 Sexual offender registry revised to give judge options. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, authorizes judge, after consideration of facts and 

circumstances surrounding the case, to require a person convicted of statutory rape for the 

first time to register as a sexual offender on the sexual offender and violent sexual offender 

registry. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 13, Part 5 and Title 40, Chapter 39, Part 2. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3176 / HB2334 Establishes drug enforcement and education fund. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Creates the drug enforcement and education fund from seizures, confiscations, sales, fines, 

and forfeitures that are derived from activities of a judicial district drug task force. County 

or municipal law enforcement agencies may apply for grants for training officers, drug 

awareness or education programs, methamphetamine clean-up programs, or any other law 

or drug related program. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB3231 / HB3467 Punishment for selling and manufacturing synthetic meth. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Charles Curtiss  

Description State Summary: As introduced, increases punishment for selling or manufacturing synthetic 

derivatives or analogues of methcathinone from Class A misdemeanor to Class D felony for 

first offense, Class C felony for second or subsequent offenses and Class C felony for 

selling to minor regardless of offense. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3265 / HB3422 Punishment for selling or manufacturing methcathinone. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3145.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3256.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3283.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2334.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3231.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3265.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description State Summary: As introduced, increases punishment for selling or manufacturing synthetic 

derivatives or analogues of methcathinone from Class A misdemeanor to Class D felony for 

first offense, Class C felony for second or subsequent offenses and Class C felony for 

selling to minor regardless of offense. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3287 / HB3185 Destruction of records - criminal cases older than 10 years. 

Sponsors Sen. Thelma Harper / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, authorizes court clerks to petition for destruction of records 

in certain criminal cases that have been finally disposed of for at least 10 years. - Amends 

TCA Title 40, Chapter 32, Part 1. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3294 / HB3644 Pilot program to reduce repeat offenders. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary: As introduced, establishes pilot program to reduce the number of repeat 

offenders in the state. - Amends TCA Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 40 and Title 41. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3305 / HB3730 Adds agencies to community service. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, adds charitable and governmental agencies to entities at 

which a person convicted of simple possession may be required to perform community 

service. - Amends TCA Title 39; Title 40; Title 53, Chapter 10 and Title 53, Chapter 11. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB3367 / HB3244 Meth labs within 200 feet of children - fine increased. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description State Summary: As introduced, increases the maximum fine to $30,000 for initiating the 

manufacture of methamphetamine within 200 feet of a child. - Amends TCA Title 37; Title 

38; Title 39; Title 40; Title 53; Title 63; Title 67 and Title 68. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB3412 / HB3517 Fetus as victim for criminal homicide. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Joshua G. Evans  

Description State Summary: As introduced, revises definitions of fetus as victim for criminal homicide 

and assaults to remove viability requirement and include an embryo; revises legislative 

intent statement. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 13. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3416 / HB3608 Removes reporting requirement of jail facilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jeanne Richardson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, removes reporting requirement of jail and detention facility 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3185.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3294.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3305.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3244.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3517.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3416.pdf
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keepers to federal authorities when a person arrested, booked or confined is determined to 

be in violation of the Immigration and Naturalization Act; places certain reporting 

requirements on jail keepers if an individual in custody under a Form 1-247 civil 

immigration detainer does not meet certain criteria for reimbursement to the state. - 

Amends TCA Title 40. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3422 / HB3171 Expungement of records for felony over 20 years old. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Mike Kernell  

Description Allows person who is convicted of a nonviolent felony to petition the court for 

expungement of the public records of such felony after 20 years if the person has not 

committed any other felonies during that time period, has paid all fines, including 

restitution, and has met all conditions of supervised or unsupervised release. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3426 / HB2892 Revoking participation in domestic violence class. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Prohibits defendants with a prior conviction of domestic assault to participate in a domestic 

violence intervention class. Requires a judge to revoke a defendant's participation in a 

domestic violence intervention class if the defendant is convicted of a subsequent domestic 

assault offense while attending the class. Requires that the new sentence to run cumulative 

to the original sentence. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3464 / HB2272 Participation in GPS monitoring system by defendant 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Specifies that if an alleged victim does not participate in the GPS system, a defendant's 

obligation to participate as a condition of bail is not terminated. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3465 / HB2249 Sentence enhancing for adult who involves child in crimes. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Enhances sentencing for adult defendants who committed a crime that involved children 

under the age of thirteen. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3471 / HB2621 Shooting into a home or car as reckless endangerment. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Adds shooting in a habitation or motor vehicle as reckless endangerment and is a Class C 

felony, regardless of whether the habitation or motor vehicle was occupied at the time. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Judiciary 02/08/12. 

SB3472 / HB2431 History of drug abuse as a mitigating factor. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3171.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2892.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2272.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2249.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2621.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2431.pdf
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Description Allows a history of drug abuse to be considered as a factor indicating diminished capacity 

in determining mitigating factors in sentencing. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3492 / HB2250 Educate, Don't Incarcerate Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires the office of research and education accountability to conduct a study of the 

feasibility of establishing a program to redirect persons who commit nonviolent crimes to 

take and complete individualized educational programs in lieu of incarceration. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB3517 / HB3129 Chemical compound found in illegal drugs. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, corrects the chemical compound, Benzoylindoles, found in 

illegal drugs such as hallucinogenic plants, from "Pravadoline (WIN 48, 09)" to 

"Pravadoline (WIN 48, 098)". - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB3520 / HB2865 Expungement of records - nonviolent offenders. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description Allows nonviolent offenders who have fulfilled all requirements of their sentences to seek 

expungement of their records. Allows the district attorney to submit a recommendation no 

later than 60 days from the service of petition. Requires the petitioner, if the court denies 

the petition, to wait until at least two years from the date of denial to reapply. Requires that 

the court to grant the petition if an eligible petitioner has not had a petition granted after 10 

years. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3629 / HB2904 Dangerous gun crimes - multiple offenders. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Vince Dean  

Description Requires anyone who has a prior conviction of committing a dangerous felony involving a 

firearm, who is convicted of the same offense for a second time, to serve 100 percent of the 

mandatory 15 years incarceration. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3633 / HB3738 Making, delivering, or selling a controlled substance. 

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver  

Description State Summary: As introduced, enhances simple possession of a controlled substance to a 

Class E felony where a person has two prior convictions for manufacturing, delivering or 

selling a controlled substance. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB3635 / HB3398 Forfeiture of personal property by sexual offender. 

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2250.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3129.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2865.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2904.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3633.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3398.pdf
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Description State Summary: As introduced, provides that the conveyance or real or personal property of 

a sexual offender used to violate a provision of the sex offender registry is subject to 

forfeiture if the victim was a minor. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 13, Part 5. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House Judiciary. 

SB3716 / HB3766 Expunction of misdemeanor records for certain individuals. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description Allows a person whose first offense is a Class B or Class C misdemeanor, is granted 

probation, successfully completes probation, and has not been convicted of another criminal 

offense for five years to petition for expungement. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

Education - 199 

SB2135 / HB2748 Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Requires all eligible students, as specifically defined, to qualify for an annual education 

scholarship to attend participating nonpublic schools, and public schools within the school 

district the child resides. Defines students who are eligible to receive scholarships to 

include low income students, as specifically defined, who reside in Shelby, Davidson, 

Hamilton, or Knox County or who are currently enrolled in the achievement school district 

and who have either attended public school or received a scholarship the preceding 

semester, or are starting school in Tennessee for the first time. Limits the scholarship 

amount per student to the lesser of the participating school's annual cost for attendance or 

the amount received per pupil from state and local sources. Requires public schools with 

more eligible student applications than spaces to use a random selection process in filling 

available seats. Vests the state board of education with the power to promulgate rules and 

procedures regarding the transfer and allocation of scholarship funds, application and 

approval procedures for eligible students, and the eligibility of nonpublic schools. Requires 

participating nonpublic schools to meet specified requirements regarding health and safety, 

financial accountability, student progress reports to parents, and the administration of 

specified end-of-course or end-of-year examinations. Provides circumstances by which the 

department of education may bar schools from participating, such as routine failure to 

comply with the above requirements or the intentional misrepresentation of information. 10 

Pgs. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2156 / HB3269 Promotion of students. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mark White  

Description Prohibits promotion of students in the third and eighth grades, beginning with the 2012-

2013 school year, who do not demonstrate understanding of the curriculum and the ability 

to perform required grade level skills either through the student's grades or standardized test 

scores. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3716.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2135.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2156.pdf
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SB2162 / HB2944 Eligibility for Wilder -Naifeh technical skills grant. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Allows a student who has completed an associates degree while receiving a Tennessee 

HOPE scholarship to be eligible for a Wilder-Naifeh technical skills grant to attend a 

Tennesse technology center in a diploma or certificate program, provided the student meets 

certain eligibility requirements. technical skills grant to attend a Tennesse technology 

center in a diploma or certificate program, provided the student meets certain eligibility 

requirements. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2164 / HB2943 Summer school for students who score below on TCAP Test. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Prohibits students in grades three through eight who score below proficient on the TCAP 

test in areas of math or reading/language arts from being promoted to the next grade level 

unless such students attend summer school or receive tutoring in the subject tested at the 

expense of the student's parent. Requires the students to be retested prior to being 

promoted. Also prohibits students who do not demonstrate competency on end-of-course 

examinations from passing course unless such students attend summer school or receive 

tutoring. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2165 / HB2666 Composition of teacher and principal evaluations. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Provides for a teacher or principal whose student growth data reflects a level of high 

achievement to choose to have the student growth data make up 50 percent or more of their 

evaluation. Requires the state board of education to define level of high achievement and 

the maximum percentages of student growth data that may be chosen by August 1, 2012. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Senate Education deferred to 02/15/2012. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2478 / HB2170 Commissioner required to purchase uniform liability policy. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description Requires the Commissioner of Education to purchase a uniform liability policy with 

minimum coverage in specified areas for the benefit of professional employees, to be 

acquired upon review and approval by the Commissioner of Finance and Administration. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2547 / HB2222 Dress codes for professional employees. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Requires local boards of education, by the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, to adopt 

a dress code for LEA professional employees. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2589 / HB2169 OREA required to study optimal school start time. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Requires the Comptroller's Office of Research and Education Accountability (OREA) to 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2162.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2164.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2165.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2170.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2222.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2169.pdf
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conduct a study as to whether children's performance in grades k-12 are affected by the 

school's start time and whether there is an optimal time for the start of the school day to 

increase a child's performance. Requires OREA to report all findings to the General 

Assembly by the second Tuesday of January 2013. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2591 / HB2167 Interest assessments given to certain students. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Requires interest inventories, such as the Kuder assessment, Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 

personality inventory, to be administered to high school juniors and college sophomores to 

assist students in career decisions. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2646 / HB2229 Immunization records for dual enrollment students. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Requires high schools to forward vaccination records to postsecondary institutions on 

behalf of dual enrollment student upon request of the student's parent or guardian. 

Authorizes commissioner of education to promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate 

such purpose. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Education Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2760 / HB2213 Students can opt out of email solicitations. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Allows students to indicate that they do not wish to receive electronic advertisements or 

solicitations if students' e-mail addresses are collected by the institution for the purpose of 

being used in a student or campus directory. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3519 / HB2166 Process for evaluating applicants for teaching positions. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Requires the state board of education to develop a standardized, weighted process for 

evaluating applicants for teaching positions with LEAs. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3525 / HB2200 Creates student athlete trust fund. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Establishes a student athlete trust fund as a special account in the general fund for the 

purpose of providing a source of funding for one-time payments to student athletes who 

graduate from a public institution of higher education located in Tennessee. Requires each 

higher education institution who participates in intercollegiate athletic competition as a 

member institution of the NCAA Division 1 level to remit one percent of the gross revenue 

that was generated from ticket sales and merchandise and broadcast licensing agreements 

by its athletic department during the immediately prior calendar year for deposit in the 

student athlete trust fund. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2167.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2229.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2213.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2166.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2200.pdf
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House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

HB2172 Home school student's allowed in public school athletics. 

Sponsors Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Allows home school students, as specifically defined, to participate in extracurricular 

athletics of the public school which the student is authorized or eligible to attend if the 

following requirements are met: Enrollment in home school that is conducted by a parent or 

legal guardian, registration as a home school student with the local director of schools by 

September 1 of the school year, conformity with academic and conduct standards required 

by the public school, and notification to the public school of the intent to participate by 

September 1 of the school year. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Withdrawn in House. 

HB2216 Age for school attendance. 

Sponsors Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Requires children entering kindergarten to be five years old on or before July 31 rather than 

on or before September 30, which is current law. Also changes from September 30 to July 

31 the date by which children must reach age four in order to enter pre-K. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

HJR520 Feedback regarding revision of TEAM. 

Sponsors Rep. John Forgety  

Description Directs the department of education to follow through and fulfill its publicly stated plan to 

provide multiple opportunities for feedback and future revision of the Tennessee Educator 

Acceleration Model (TEAM) in 2012. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 12/15/2011 - Filed for Introduction on 10/21/2011. 

HJR523 Modifications to the Teacher Educator Acceleration Model. 

Sponsors Rep. John Forgety  

Description Urges the department of education to develop and recommend a modification to the 

Tennessee Educator Accelerator Model (TEAM) that would allow local education agencies 

to determine the frequency and extent of teacher evaluations for individual teachers who 

meet certain conditions. 

Senate Status None 

House Status None 

HB2955 Departmental assistance to transition planning commission. 

Sponsors Rep. Curry Todd  

Description State Summary: As introduced, authorizes department of education to provide appropriate 

assistance to the transition planning commission responsible for the transfer of 

administration of a special school district to a county school system. - Amends TCA Title 

5; Title 6; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5; Title 49, Chapter 6; Title 49, Chapter 1 

and Title 49, Chapter 2. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

HB2956 Creation of new city and joint city school systems. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2172.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2216.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0520.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0523.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2955.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2956.pdf
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Sponsors Rep. Curry Todd  

Description State Summary: As introduced, permits creation of new city school systems and of joint 

city school systems in counties in which a school system has been consolidated with the 

county school system. - Amends TCA Title 6; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 

49, Chapter 5; Title 49, Chapter 6 and Title 49, Chapter 1. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

HB3017 Appealing denial of charter school applications. 

Sponsors Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Changes the authority that hears the appeals from charter school applicants who have been 

denied by LEAs from the state board of education to the commissioner of education. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

HB3022 Graduating of high school seniors with driver license. 

Sponsors Rep. Vince Dean  

Description Requires LEAs to graduate 85 percent of high school seniors with an intermediate 

unrestricted driver license through the graduated driver license program. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Withdrawn in House. 

HB3824 Pilot project to provide tutoring to prep for scholarships. 

Sponsors Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description Establishes a four-year pilot project administered by a historically black college or 

university in Shelby County to provide tutoring and other supports to assist students in 

qualifying for lottery scholarships. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

HB3829 Tuition discount for children of retired teachers. 

Sponsors Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Authorizes a 25 percent tuition discount for eligible children of city and county government 

employees and retired teachers. 

Senate Status None 

House Status None 

HJR525 Inclusion of energy conservation teaching in K-12 education. 

Sponsors Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Encourages inclusion of energy conservation curricula in K-12 education. 

Senate Status None 

House Status None 

HJR538 Study of TEAM. 

Sponsors Rep. James O. Naifeh  

Description Creates a committee to study the teacher evaluation system known as the Tennessee 

educator acceleration model (TEAM). 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to 02/29/2012.  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3017.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3022.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3824.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3829.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0525.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0538.pdf
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HJR602 Expanding postsecondary credit-earning possibilities. 

Sponsors Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Expresses need to expand postsecondary credit-earning opportunities for high school 

students and urges state education agencies to provide assistance to any organizations 

conducting a statewide study of the issue. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Education Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2180 / HB2450 Participation in athletics by home school students. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Allows home school students, including those in schools conducted by parents associated 

with an organization that conducts church-related schools, to participate in extracurricular 

athletics if the student meets the academic and conduct standards required of other 

participants. Prohibits, subject to certain conditions, charging home school students 

participation fees by public schools and tuition by private schools. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Senate Education deferred to 02/08/2012. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Taken off notice in House General Subcommittee of Education after adopting 

amendment 1 (01256065) which requires home school students to also meet the same 

health standard requirements of other participants on the school's athletic team.  

SB2187 / HB2579 Termination of TN HOPE scholarship. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Richard Montgomery  

Description Changes the limits of how long students may receive a HOPE scholarship. Limits 

scholarship to eight full-time equivalant semesters rather than 120 semester hours. For an 

undergraduate program that requires more than 120 hours, the limit is nine semesters rather 

than 136 hours. For students who take leave from school or students who received a 

Tennessee HOPE access grant, the limit is based on the number of semesters the student 

receives the HOPE scholarship rather than attendance at college. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2208 / HB2346 Revises provisions governing school accountability. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions governing school accountability and achievement school 

district. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2209 / HB2347 Students eligible for special education. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Removes ban on using records from students eligible for special education under federal 

law as part of annual estimates of teacher effects on student progress in grades three 

through eight. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2210 / HB2348 Revises provisions regarding pupil -teacher ratios. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions governing pupil-teacher ratios and salaries. Directs LEA to stay 

within the ratio prescribed in this law. Sets ratio for grades K-3 to 25 students, grades 4-6 to 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0602.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2180.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2187.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2346.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2347.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2348.pdf
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30 students, and grades 7-12 to 35 students per teacher. Career & Technical Education class 

ratio shall be set at 25 students per teacher. Directs each LEA to annually submit a salary 

plan to the commissioner of education, based on 200 days and applicable to licensed 

personnel in the LEA. Prohibits reduction of the salary for any teacher employed by the 

LEA at the time of the adoption of the plan. (Part of Administration Package 2012.) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2254 / HB2392 Creates office of higher education ombudsperson. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Creates the office of higher education ombudsperson within the office of the comptroller of 

the treasury to answer questions and provide information to state university and community 

college staff. Requires each higher education system in state government to appoint a 

person from existing personnel who shall serve as a contact person to the ombudsperson. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2276 / HB2463 Alternatives to student achievement data. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Prohibits student achievement data of a supervising teacher of a student teacher who is 

actively teaching to be used in evaluating the teacher's performance. Requires the state 

board of education to develop an alternative evaluation criterion for teachers supervising 

student teachers. Requires teachers to have met or exceeded expectations on evaluations for 

two consecutive years to qualify as supervisors of student teachers 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2298 / HB3059 Transiti onal licensure program excludes pedagogical study. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. John Ragan  

Description Requires state board of education to develop a transitional licensure program for 

professionals interested in teaching grades 7-12. Requires hiring LEA to provide mentoring 

or other support in lieu of pedagogical instruction. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2300 Update DARE curriculum as new drugs are identified. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville  

Description Requires the state board of education and the department of safety to update the DARE 

curriculum as new forms of substance abuse are identified. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2301 Reporting requirements for LEAs regarding Internet use. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville  

Description Extends the purchase dates eligible for the sales tax refund for purchases due to the May 

flooding to include purchases made from October 1, 2010 to April 30, 2011 and extends the 

application date to June 30, 2011. Allows for persons who had not received the entire 

2,5000 dollar refund cap available for purchases between May 1, 2010 to September 30, 

2010 to submit one more refund application, and extends the termination date of the refund 

legislation to January 1, 2012. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2254.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2276.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2298.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2300.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2301.pdf
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Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2302 / HB3098 New route to teacher licensure for high school. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Allows a person who has taught at an eligible post secondary institution full time for two or 

more years, or taught part time for four years, to be eligible for a teacher license for grade 

nine through twelve. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2374 / HB2779 Reporting of data from virtual schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Requires data from virtual schools to be reported on the annual report card of the 

department of education. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2375 / HB2319 Restructuring of funds for pre-K classrooms. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Reduces state funds per classroom for pre-K by 25 percent and allocates the funds to create 

additional pre-K classrooms. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2376 / HB2778 Auditing of virtual schools by comptroller. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Requires comptroller to audit annually the books and records of a virtual school operated or 

managed by a for-profit entity. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2379 / HB2242 Student identification cards permitted as ID to vote. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. JoAnne Favors  

Description Permits student identification cards with a photograph, issued by institutions of higher 

education in the state, to be used to verify a person's identity in order to vote. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2380 / HB2780 Proficiency tests for students in virtual schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Requires Tennessee students in Tennessee virtual schools to take the same proficiency tests 

as students attending other public schools. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2391 Parents eating lunch with a student at school. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell  

Description Prohibits a school or school system from maintaining a policy that prevents a parent ofa 

student, or an adult visitor approved by a parent of a student, from visiting or eating with 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2302.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2374.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2319.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2376.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2242.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2380.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2391.pdf
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the student during the student's approved lunch schedule. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2395 / HB2461 Tuition discount for children of retired teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Allows children of retired teachers who are under 24 years of age to receive a 25 percent 

discount at any state-operated institution of higher learning. Specifies that in order for the 

child to receive the discount the parent must have retired with 30 years of full-time 

creditable public school service. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2431 / HB2827 Reverse articulation or reverse transfer agreements. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Richard Montgomery  

Description Authorizes and encourages reverse articulation or reverse transfer agreements for public 

community colleges with public universities in Tennessee and with private, SACS-

accredited institutions. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2449 / HB2315 Delays use of new teacher evaluation system. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Postpones the use of the new teacher evaluation system for one year, until the 2012-13 

academic year. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2450 / HB2324 Delays use of new teacher evaluations. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Postpones use of new teacher evaluations from academic year 2011-2012 to academic year 

2012-1013. Teachers acquiring tenure after July 1, 2012, as opposed to July 1, 2011, are 

exempt from the possibility of losing tenure due to evaluation score. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2453 / HB2306 Public school eligibility for conversion to charter school. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Permits any public school to be converted to a charter school. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2454 / HB2318 GPA for continuation of TN HOPE scholarship. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Permits students who lost their HOPE scholarship in fall 2011 due to low grades to retain 

the scholarship if they received good grades in summer 2011. Applies only to students who 

first received a HOPE scholarship in fall 2009 or later. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2461.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2431.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2315.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2324.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2306.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2318.pdf
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SB2483 / HB2234 Final teacher summative evaluation conferences by LEAs. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Requires LEAs to complete final teacher summative evaluation conferences no later than 

the last teacher work day of the school year using all data and information available by such 

time. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2484 / HB2235 Move on When Ready Act not applicable to Williamson County. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Makes the "Move on When Ready Act" not applicable in Williamson County. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2488 / HB2548 Student participation in extracurricular activities.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description Requires schools to notify parents or legal guardians, by way of student handbook or policy 

guidebook, of all clubs and organizations available to students attending such school. Gives 

parents the opportunity to prohibit their child from participating in such clubs or 

organizations by tendering a written communication to the school. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2493 / HB3001 Length of school term. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires the state board of education to provide a rule permitting the length of the school 

term to be calculated by instructional hours as well as the current number of instructional 

days. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2494 / HB3002 Conversion to special school district. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Allows certain operating LEA to convert to a special school district. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2502 / HB2595 Tuition discounts for children of retired teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Michael Ray McDonald  

Description Allows children of retired teachers who are under 24 years of age to receive a 25 percent 

discount at any state-operated institution of higher learning. Specifies that retired teachers 

must have had 25 years of full-timecreditable service in order for their children to receive 

such benefit. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2511 / HB2861 Lottery scholarship eligibility for GED recipients. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires THEC to study whether any changes should be made to the requirements for 

HOPE lottery scholarship eligibility for GED recipients. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2234.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2235.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2548.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2493.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2494.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2595.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2511.pdf
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Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2514 / HB2649 HOPE scholarship eligibility requirements. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, revises initial academic requirements for eligibility and the 

amount of the award of the Tennessee HOPE scholarship beginning with students entering 

college in 2015-2016; recommends use of net lottery proceeds for TSAA grants for 10 

years beginning with 2015-2016. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2520 / HB2777 Tuition waiver for children of military.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description Establishes a 25 percent tuition waiver for children of members of the military stationed 

outisde the state and on active duty. Requires that the student qualifies for in-state tuition. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. House Government Operations will review if 

recommended. 

SB2524 / HB2447 Teacher evaluations for receiving tenure revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. James O. Naifeh  

Description Allows teachers who receive evaluations demonstrating an overall performance effectives 

level of "meets expectations" or above in the last two years of the probationary period to 

receive tenure. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to 02/29/2012.  

SB2525 / HB2448 Teacher acceleration model (TEAM). 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. James O. Naifeh  

Description Creates a committee to study the teacher evaluation system known as the Tennessee teacher 

acceleration model (TEAM). The committee will be composed of members of the general 

assembly, representatives from SCORE, and teachers appointed by the TEA. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to 02/29/2012.  

SB2538 / HB2849 Funding formula for higher education. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Requires, in moving from the enrollment-based higher education funding formula to the 

outcomes-based funding formula, a 10 year period in which the hold harmless provision of 

the enrollment-based funding formula is phased out. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2539 Allows LEAs to partner with individuals and organizations. 

Sponsors Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.  

Description Authorizes and encourages LEAs to partner with individuals, community and faith-based 

groups and organizations, and for-profit and nonprofit entities to design and implement 

parental involvement programs that reward schools and classes and honor parents for 

participating in parenting classes that increase parental involvement in education and 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2514.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2520.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2447.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2448.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2538.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2539.pdf
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schools. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2545 / HB2867 Maintaining a safe environment. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Adds "maintaining a safe environment" to reasons why only students, staff, parents, and 

other authorized persons are allowed on school buses, on school grounds, and in school 

buildings during school hours. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2568 / HB2805 Location of community colleges. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description Allows a community college to begin operating at a location in the service area of another 

community college that has ceased operations at that location. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB2570 / HB2743 HOPE scholarship eligibility requirements broadened. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Broadens eligibility for the HOPE scholarship by removing the requirement that a military 

parent's home of record or residence is Tennessee, if a student is a Tennessee citizen and 

meets other specified requirements. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to Lottery Calendar.  

SB2575 / HB2699 Records of public charter schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Requires all public charter school records to be open, to the same extent as public LEA 

schools records are open. Requires names of members of governing bodies and sponsors to 

be open records. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2577 / HB2668 Prohibits fax advertisements to schools or LEAs. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Prohibits a person from transmitting or causing another person to transmit an unsolicited 

facsimile advertisement to any public elementary, secondary school, or local education 

agency. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2578 / HB2328 Tenure - transferring teacher's evaluations considered. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Requires local board of education to consider a transferring teacher's evaluations from a 

prior LEA in making tenure decisions. All transferring teachers who have attained tenure or 

taught for five or more years in their previous LEA must serve the probationary period. 

Allows local board of education to waive or reduce this requirement for such teachers. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2545.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2568.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2570.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2575.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2668.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2328.pdf
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House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2579 / HB2653 Schools that teach high school courses in grades 7 and 8. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Establishes that schools that teach a course or courses in grades seven or eight that are also 

taught in grades nine through twelve and upon completion, students receive credit toward 

graduation from high school shall be classified as secondary schools. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2595 / HB2244 Subject permits in public schools limited to two years. 

Sponsors Sen. Thelma Harper / Rep. Mary J. Pruitt  

Description Limits to two years the permits issued to teach a subject in public schools when qualified 

teachers for such subject are unavailable. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2611 Parental involvement programs. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes  

Description Authorizes and encourages LEAs to partner with individuals, community and faith-based 

groups and organizations, and for-profit and nonprofit entities to devise parental 

involvement programs that reward schools and classes and honor parents for participating 

in parenting classes that increase parental involvement in education and schools. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2616 / HB3286 Pay of LEA employees based on performance. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Requires LEAs to adopt a performance salary schedule by May 1, 2013 that provides 

annual salary adjustments and supplements that personnel are eligible to receive. Requires 

LEAs to provide salary supplements for being assigned to a Title 1 eligible school, assigned 

to a school in restructuring or reconstitution status, teaching in a critical teacher shortage 

area, or assigned to additional academic responsibilities. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2629 / HB2565 Payment of school fees is voluntary - notification required.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Requires notification to parents at the beginning of the school year and any time school fees 

are solicited or collected that payment of school fees is voluntary. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2630 / HB2566 Pre-K and Kindergarten entrance ages revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Changes from September 30th to July 31st the date by which a child must turn four years 

old to enter a pre-kindergarten program, and age five to enter kindergarten. Permits a child 

to enter kindergarten at age four upon parental request if the child is evaluated to be 

sufficiently mature by the director of schools. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2653.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2244.pdf
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House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Education Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2635 / HB2237 Revises provisions concerning dismissal of teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Authorizes the director of schools to suspend a teacher at any time prior to a dismissal 

occurring, an investigation or final disposition of a case before the board or an appeal. 

Specifies that if the teacher is reinstated or vindicated the teacher shall be paid the full 

salary of the time suspended. This bill also establishes that a tenure teacher who is 

dismissed by the board may petition for a writ of certiorari from the chancery court where 

their employed. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2639 / HB2303 Tenure for teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Allows tenure for teachers who are evaluated as "meets expectations," in addition to current 

requirements of "above expectations" or "significantly above expectations." 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2687 / HB3332 Lottery application for students not restricted by income. 

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Requires Tennessee Student Assistance Corp. to develop a short application form for 

students applying for lottery scholarships that are not based on income. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2689 / HB2704 Use of state funds to pay professional organization dues. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Prohibits state funds from being used by an LEA to pay professional organization 

membership fees or dues. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2693 / HB2738 Abolition of teacher positions. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Prohibits abolition of a position as a means of avoiding dismissal charges against a teacher. 

Specifies certain procedures for rejecting a teacher whose position has been abolished for 

reemployment. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2694 / HB2299 Inefficiency defined in Teacher Tenure Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Defines "inefficiency," with respect to teacher evaluations, to mean below standards 

maintained by others who do similar work, or habitually tardy, inaccurate or wanting in 

effective performance of duties. Includes attaining a performance level below "at 

expectations" on evaluations for two or more consecutive years, but only after proof of 

attempts to improve the teacher's quality of instruction, attendance, or other performance 

problems through assistance or intervention. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2237.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2303.pdf
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Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2709 / HB2963 Notice - acquiring or losing authorization to operate. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description Requires the commission to update the list of postsecondary educational institutions and 

agents authorized to operate in this state on its website within ten business days of an 

institution acquiring or losing authorization to operate. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2723 / HB2883 Education board meetings conducted electronically. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Allows LEAs to conduct a board meeting by electronic means if a member is absent 

because of work, family emergency, or military service. Allows only members who are 

away for those reasons to participate in the meeting electronically. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2724 / HB3037 Decrease in annual appropriation for increase in tuition. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. John Ragan  

Description Requires any increase in tuition at public institution of higher education to result in an equal 

decrease in the institution's annual appropriation. Also requires the office of legislative 

budget analysis and comptroller to provide comments to the finance, ways and means and 

education committees on such decreases. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2738 / HB3267 Review of school improvement plans. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Mark White  

Description Requires at least 50 percent of the sample of school improvement plans reviewed by the 

office of education accountability to be comprised of plans from low-performing schools 

and low-performing LEAs. Removes reference to education oversight committee. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2767 / HB2739 Collaborative conferencing - local boards of education. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Makes unlawful the failure to participate in good faith in collaborative conferencing by 

local boards of education and their representatives or professional employees' organizations 

and their representatives. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2786 / HB3268 Prohibits promotion of certain third grade students. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mark White  

Description Prohibits promotion of third grade students based on participation in an LEA-approved 

research-based intervention. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 
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SB2802 / HB2851 Commercial advertising on school buses. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Removes the requirement that advertising on school buses should be composed of lettering 

on a background color. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/23/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2808 / HB2864 Consortium for cooperative innovative education. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires THEC to give notice to the senate and house education committee about all 

meetings of the consortium for cooperative innovative education. Requires THEC to attach 

agenda of meeting to notice, and to report annually all the dates of its meetings and a 

summary of all work performed at each meeting. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2809 / HB2613 Acceptance of dual credit courses. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires all public postsecondary institutions in the state, under certain conditions, to 

accept credits as an elective, or towards a degree or certificate, credits earned through dual 

degree credit courses developed by a community college, a public four-year institution, or a 

Tennessee technology center in collaboration with a high school. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2810 / HB2606 Training required for all evaluators in an LEA.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description Requires each LEA to offer a mandatory evaluator training session prior to the start of a 

school year for those persons who will evaluate teachers or principals in the upcoming 

school year. Specifies that the purpose of the mandatory evaluator training session under 

this subdivision is promotion of consistency in evaluations of teacher and principals. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2819 / HB2663 Occupational course of study for students with disabilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Creates a special committee to review and study the establishment of an occupational 

course of study for students receiving special education services who require a modified 

curriculum focused on preparation for employment, postsecondary education, and 

independent living, leading to either a regular or an occupational diploma. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Delayed Bills Committee. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2837 / HB2674 Annual supplement to full-time classroom teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description Provides an annual $5,000 salary supplement to full-time teachers who teach at least three 

years in public schools and are certified by the National Board for Professional Teaching 

Standards. Requires supplement to be maintained as long as said qualifications are met and 

50 percent of the teacher's assigned duties are classroom instruction. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2851.pdf
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House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2864 / HB2302 Scope of collaborative conferencing modified. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Expands the scope of collaborative conferencing between local school boards and 

professional teachers' representatives. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2866 / HB3108 Designees to serve on THEC. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. James O. Naifeh  

Description Authorizes designees of the comptroller of the treasury, the secretary of state, and the state 

treasurer to serve on THEC. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2868 / HB3000 Classroom experience for teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, provides for more consideration of actual classroom 

experience for teachers in training; updates requirement of length of classroom observation 

and teaching for teachers in training from three quarters to two semesters. - Amends TCA 

Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3; Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 1 and Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 56. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2881 / HB3106 Evaluation for teachers of non-academic subjects. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Adds that the teacher evaluation system does not apply to teachers who teach non academic 

subjects. Allows LEAs to develop and implement guidelines and criteria for annual 

evaluations. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2883 / HB2415 Career & technical class size extension pilot project cont. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Extends the career and technical class size extension pilot project in Metro Nashville public 

schools. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2893 / HB2994 Parental involvement pilot program established. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Establishes a four year pilot program for achievement school districts to increase parental 

involvement to begin in the 2012-2013 school year. Requires the comptroller of the 

treasury to study the pilot program in the second year and make recommendations. 

Requires all packets, forms, videos or other means used by a school for sharing information 

to have expectations of parents concerning student's attendance, readiness for school, and 

academic schoolwork. Requires teachers to access the quality of parent's involvement for 

each student and will provide a grade for parental involvement. Requires parents who 

receive an unsatisfactory rating to have a mandatory parent-teacher meeting, parents with 
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two unsatisfactory ratings to attend a mandatory parenting class, parents with three 

unsatisfactory ratings must have family counseling and child counseling for the student. 

Requires schools to develop a parental honor roll to recognize and honor those parents who 

parental involvement in their children's school is satisfactory or exemplary. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2896 / HB2910 Annual report teacher evaluations scores. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Requires the department of education to include in their annual teacher evaluation report 

the number and percentage of teachers receiving each rating. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2898 / HB3049 Teacher and principal evaluation system. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description Prohibits the use of teacher and principal evaluations that used the word "expectations." 

Requires the state board to initiate an evaluation system that uses concise standards for 

content, learning objectives, and evaluation guidelines. Requires the system to use the 

assessment terminology "exceeds standards," "meets standards," or "does not meet 

standards." Requires teachers and principals with 10 or more years experience to be 

observed one time a school year, teachers and principals with six to ten years experience 

will be observed two times a year, and those with fewer than five years experience to be 

observed three times a school year. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2900 / HB2592 Special education diplomas. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Michael Ray McDonald  

Description Requires a special education diploma be awarded to students who have satisfactorily 

completed an individualized education program with satisfactory attendance and conduct, 

but who did not meet the proficiency testing graduation requirements. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2904 / HB3231 Access to cooperative innovative high school program. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Allows county boards of education with preexisting cooperative innovative high school 

programs to enter into agreements with city or special school districts in the same county 

where students may participate in the county's said programs. The city or special school 

district need not establish such programs jointly or independently. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2905 / HB3232 Quarterly settlement of school funding. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Clarifies that quarterly settlements between the county mayor, county trustee, and county 

board of education be of funds from all sources including the basic education program and 

any other state or federal funds. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 
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House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2906 / HB3233 Use of alternate schools in case of casualty or disaster. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Authorizes county, city, and special school district boards of education to enter into 

continuing contracts governing the use of each other's schools in case of casualty losses or 

natural disasters. Broadly Captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2907 / HB3230 Educational and child care in unused school buildings. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Permits private child care centers and kindergartens to use unused municipal school 

building for the purpose of providing education and child care services to the community. 

(Broadly captioned) 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2919 / HB3114 Students with disabilities to receive Hope Scholarship. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description Establishes procedures by which a student with a documented disability who does not 

otherwise qualify for a HOPE scholarship can attend college, meet college academic 

requirements and receive the HOPE scholarship. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2946 / HB3018 Public hearings for rules and regulations from THEC. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Requires THEC to have public hearing when any rule or regulation is proposed. Requires 

THEC to notify any affected institutions of the proposed rule or regulation, and should 

allow the institution reasonable opportunity to present evidence at the hearing in support of 

or in opposition. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2952 / HB3209 Funding entities that assist students in obtaining a GED. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the department of education to provide funding to 

certain entities that assist students in the custody of the department of children's services in 

obtaining a GED. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 14 and Title 49. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2953 / HB3210 State appropriations or state funds to directors of schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary: As introduced, permits state appropriations or state funds to be made to the 

directors of schools association. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 21. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 
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SB2954 / HB3211 Setting of goals to improve education in the state. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the Tennessee organization of school 

superintendents and the Tennessee school boards association to collaborate to set and 

achieve goals related to the general improvement of education in the state. - Amends TCA 

Section 49-2-2001. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2966 / HB3239 Limits virtual school enrollment. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, limits virtual school enrollment to students of the LEA 

creating the virtual school; permits LEAs to contract with each other to offer joint virtual 

education programs. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 16. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2967 / HB3238 Local board of education's approval of county school budget. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires local board of education to approve budget for 

operation of county schools after the county legislative body's approval in accordance with 

Local Option Budgeting Law of 1993. - Amends TCA Section 49-2-101. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2971 / HB3155 Tuition discount for children of retired teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description State Summary: As introduced, allows retired teachers' children who are under 24 years of 

age to receive a 25 percent discount at any state-operated institution of higher learning. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2982 / HB2999 Option of building manager instead of assistant principal. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Gives LEAs the option of using BEP funds to hire a building manager instead of using such 

funds for an assistant principal. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB2986 / HB3062 Teacher-pupil ratios. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description Requires virtual schools and education programs not to exceed the teacher-pupil ratios set 

by the state board of education and, provide the students the same time for learning 

opportunities per academic year. Allows a student to access a computer lab to meet the 

requirement of internet access and a computer. Requires that students who start ninth grade 

in the 2013-2014 school year take one online course to graduate. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 
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SB3001 / HB2741 Payroll deduction options for employee benefits. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Requires local boards of education to provide payroll deduction options for employee 

benefits. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3012 / HB2304 Collaborative conferencing on certain payroll deductions. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Removes prohibition on collaborative conferencing concerning political activity payroll 

deductions for an LEA and its employees. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3013 / HB2866 Service learning requirement. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description Requires each LEA to develop a policy that would require each student to have 75 hours of 

service before they graduate from high school. Allows the service hours to begin prior to 

enrollment in high school. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3021 / HB3404 Revises membership of board of regents. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Jeanne Richardson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, adds an additional faculty member and student member to 

the board of regents; makes terms of such members two years and one year as a nonvoting 

member, one as a voting member; removes a position on the board reserved for a person 

now deceased. - Amends TCA Section 49-8-201(a) and (b). 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3023 / HB3456 Back pay for faculty inappropriately dismissed. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Allows the chancellor of the board of regents to award back pay to a tenured faculty 

member whose dismissal the chancellor finds was not appropriate. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3024 / HB3469 Access to teacher effect data. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, declares that teacher effect data made available to teacher 

preparation programs shall not be public records and shall be used only in evaluating the 

preparation programs. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-606. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3025 / HB2952 Public charter schools - reporting of student attendance. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Don Miller  

Description Clarifies that public charter schools are public schools for the purposes of reporting student 

attendance and truancy. 
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Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3026 / HB3301 Report on costs of school construction. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires a biennial report by the office of research and 

education accountability on costs of school construction for use by the BEP review 

committee in considering the capital outlay component of the BEP. - Amends TCA Title 5; 

Title 6; Title 49 and Title 67. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3028 / HB2953 Student attendance and TCAP scores. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Don Miller  

Description Increases the number of days from 150 to 160 per year and from 75 to 80 per semester that 

a student must be present for classroom instruction for a student's TCAP scores to be 

attributable to a specific teacher. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3030 / HB3382 Elected office of school superintendent re-established. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description State Summary: As introduced, provides for re-establishment of elected office of school 

superintendent for county or city school systems upon two-thirds vote of county or city 

governing body and approval in an election on the question by the voters; provides for 

qualifications of candidates; adjusts duties of the local board of education in county or city 

school systems electing superintendents. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3044 / HB2753 Local boards of education - expending of grant funds. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Authorizes local boards of education to receive federal or private grants for educational 

purposes. Specifies that appropriation of the grant funds is to be made upon resolution by 

the local board of education and shall comply with the requirements of the granting entity, 

unless the grant requires matching funds. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB3045 / HB3109 Statutes on tenure - removing obsolete language. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Art Swann  

Description State Summary: As introduced, replaces obsolete language concerning tenure with current 

terminology. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3048 / HB3284 Persons allowed on school grounds during school hours. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, broadens the purpose of certain statutory restrictions 

concerning who may enter school grounds during school hours. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
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Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, 

Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3052 / HB3032 Time period for providing proof of child's graduation. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description Requires an LEA to provide proof of a child's graduation from high school to certain 

persons within 15 business days, instead of the current 20, of the persons' written request 

for such proof. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3056 / HB2862 State bonus for teachers scoring high on evaluations. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Creates a fund to be known as the teacher incentive pay fund that would give out bonuses 

for teachers scoring the highest level on their evaluations and will be administered by the 

department of education. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3060 / HB3266 Protection of first amendment rights in schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. Phillip Johnson  

Description Prohibits local education agencies, administrative personnel, and instructional personnel 

from taking affirmative action, including entering into an agreement that infringes upon or 

waives the rights or freedoms afforded to school personnel and students under the First 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, without the written consent of the 

impacted individuals. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB3087 / HB3183 Oversight committee on education reference - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Deletes reference to the select oversight committee on education. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3088 / HB3182 Board of education accounting manuals - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Requires the accounting manuals provided by the boards of education covering the various 

phases of student body activity funds and other internal school funds accounting to be 

published on the Internet for viewing by parents, students, and faculty. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3099 / HB3715 Definition of textbook. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Defines "textbook" as any medium or manual of instruction that contains a systematic 

presentation of the principles of a subject and that constitutes a major instructional vehicle 

for that subject; for purposes of the duty of the state board to prescribe textbooks and 
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materials for the public schools. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3100 / HB3716 Office of education accountability reporting. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires office of education accountability to submit a copy 

of its report on monitoring system and school improvement plans to the finance, ways and 

means committees, in addition to the education committees. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3116 / HB3241 Relocation of students for safety reasons. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires local boards of education to adopt policies concerning a teacher's ability to 

relocate a student for the safety of the student and the safety of others. Authorizes the use of 

reasonable or justifiable force to move an uncooperative student. Requires policies to 

address altercations between students or between students and LEA employees. Specifies 

that such policies will be effective on school property and at official school functions, 

including those not held on regular school property. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3122 / HB2932 Teachers addressing disruptive students in class. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Allows teachers to remove disruptive students from class pursuant to local board policies. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3128 / HB2700 Freezes in-state tuition at state public universities. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Requires public universities and community colleges to not raise tuition and fees for room 

and board from what they currently charge for the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 academic 

year. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3132 / HB2702 Cuts to school district's budget. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Requires LEAs, when needing a reduction in the budget is necessary, to cut funds to 

professional organizations first. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3139 / HB3340 Minimum length of kindergarten day. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary: As introduced, increases minimum length of kindergarten day to not less 

than five hours from not less than four hours. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3100.pdf
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SB3155 / HB3272 Requires achievement school districts to analyze needs. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires standardized testing of K-2 students in schools in 

the achievement school district or in schools feeding into schools in the achievement school 

district to determine how to best target student learning needs and if any learning disparities 

exist. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 

49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3156 / HB3273 Full funding of pre-K for certain students. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires full funding of pre-K for students who are in 

school zones feeding into schools in the achievement school district that the district directly 

runs. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, 

Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3160 / HB3587 Grounds for revocation of a public charter school. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Lois M. DeBerry  

Description State Summary: As introduced, changes grounds for revocation of a public charter school 

agreement from failing to make AYP for two consecutive years to failing to meet 

achievement benchmarks of the state's academic accountability system for five consecutive 

years; allows revocations for failure to meet academic accountability to be appealed to the 

state board of education. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3178 / HB3539 Makes charter schools subject to open meetings law. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description Requires public charter schools be subject to open meetings law, maintain a web site and 

post certain notices and information on the website and have open records to the same 

extent as records of public schools operated by LEAs. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB3219 Requires LEAs to revies policies on harassment and bullying. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires local education agencies to annually review and 

promulgate policies to prohibit harassment, intimidation, bullying or cyber-bullying. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB3224 / HB3306 LEA teacher evaulation modifications. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Art Swann  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires department of education to recommend a teacher 

evaluation modification to the state board of education enabling local education agencies to 

set the frequency and extent of teacher evaluations to be completed for high performing 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3272.pdf
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teachers; requires implementation of teacher evaluation modification prior to 2013-2014 

academic year; requires commissioner to report on modification recommended to education 

committees. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 

5. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3229 / HB3470 Promotion of third grade students. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Specifies that a third grade student who does not have an understanding of curriculum and 

ability to perform reading skills may be promoted if the student participates in research-

based intervention and shows such understanding and skills upon being retested. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3235 / HB3557 Use and availability of anti-seizure medication. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Requires the departments of health and education to jointly amend and periodically revise 

guidelines concerning use and availability of anti-seizure medication during an emergency. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3246 / HB3502 Entitlement to legal counsel in truancy proceedings. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, entitles children to representation by legal counsel in 

proceedings alleging truancy. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1, Part 1 and Title 49, 

Chapter 6, Part 30. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3247 / HB3769 Charter school application process and fees. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, revises charter school application process time frames; 

permits LEAs to charge charter school applicants an application fee; changes current law to 

allow, not mandate, charter school teacher participation in group insurance plans offered by 

the LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: ) 

SB3249 / HB2316 Offering of preschool programs. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description Requires local boards of education to offer preschool programs. Requires the commissioner 

of education to recommend sufficient funding for space for all students. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to 02/15/2012.  

SB3252 / HB2694 Scholarship, grant program eligibility - child care givers. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description Requires certain training and educational requirements of care givers for child care 

agencies. Provides for certain eligibility for financial assistance under lottery scholarship 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3229.pdf
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and grant programs for such care givers. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3253 / HB2322 Revisions to TN Public Charter Schools Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description Requires the department of education to develop a graduated scale for BEP funding for the 

Tennessee Public Charter Schools Act of 2002. Requires all teaches in public charter 

schools to be qualified to teach by knowledge and experience. Prohibits the use of a lottery 

in enrollment for charter schools. Makes additional revisions to the Tennessee Public 

Charter School Act of 2002. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Education deferred to 02/15/2012.  

SB3268 / HB3399 Athletic activity by youth.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Requires public and nonpublic elementary, middle, junior high, and high schools to impose 

specified informational requirements and restrictions on activity relative to youth who 

suffer concussions in athletic events. Requires the schools to work with the department of 

education and TSSAA to develop the guidelines. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB3270 / HB3496 Education of children in mental health facilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description State Summary: As introduced, states that LEA shall allocate amount equal to state funds 

per pupil for education of children in mental health facilities and revises criteria for 

residential mental health facility to receive such funding. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-370. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3280 / HB3403 Study on effectiveness of lottery scholarship day program. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mark White  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires department of education to compare number of 

students receiving lottery scholarships from each school to determine effectiveness of each 

school's lottery scholarship day program and facilitate such programs at other schools 

whenever possible. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-932. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3283 / HB3770 Removal of certain LEA's. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary: As introduced, allows county boards of education, in counties that have 

adopted the County Financial Management System of 1981, to remove the LEA from such 

system and manage the board's financial affairs under general state law. - Amends TCA 

Title 5, Chapter 21. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: ) 

SB3295 / HB3454 Testing of students in independent home schools. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2322.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires students in independent home schools to take the 

same proficiency tests in grades 3-12 as public school students take; requires educational 

intervention if such students test below proficient. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-3050. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3299 / HB3767 Restores teachers' rights to collective bargaining. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary: As introduced, restores teachers' rights to collective bargaining. - Amends 

TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Pitts) 

SB3309 / HB3384 Home schoolers' participation in public school athletics. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. John Mark Windle  

Description State Summary: As introduced, allows home school students to participate in interscholastic 

athletics at the school the student would be authorized to attend if the student registers as a 

home school student and meets academic and conduct requirements as required for other 

students. - Amends TCA Section 49-50-801 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3310 / HB3621 Family life education curriculum. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Jim Gotto  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires that a family life education curriculum comply 

with certain restrictions. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3341 / HB2675 Teachers must take end-of-course exam. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description Requires teachers, who teach a course in which an examination is required by the state, to 

take and pass the examination with a grade of 75 percent or greater no later than 30 days 

after they are assigned to teach the course. Permits the teachers to take the test only once, if 

passed. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB3345 / HB3540 Charter schools' relationships with foreign entities. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description State Summary: As introduced, regulates charter schools' relationships with foreign entities 

and the use of non-immigrant foreign workers by charter schools. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 13. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3420 / HB3325 Notification of services available to disabled children. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Mike Kernell  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires LEAs to notify parents and guardians of disabled 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3299.pdf
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children of services available to such children. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3444 / HB3745 Textbooks that include religion. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Requires the textbook commission to include at least one book in specified subjects which 

inculcates the principles of religion within the study of a secular education. Requires local 

school boards to adopt and supply such textbooks if elected by the custodial parents and 

guardians of students. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB3479 / HB2273 Tenure decisions - years of service at charter schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires years of service acquired by a teacher who is teaching at a pubic charter school 

while on a leave of absence to be used for obtaining or determining tenure upon returning 

to the LEA. Teachers granted said leaves will still participate in and make employee 

contributions to the Tennessee consolidated retirement system. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3481 / HB2269 Civil cause of action against a coach or booster. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Creates a civil cause of action for higher education institutions against a coach or booster 

whose conducts results in sanctions or penalties assessed to the institution or athletes. 

Creates a civil cause of action for student athletes for damages resulting from the actions of 

coaches, institutional agents, boosters, other student athletes and athlete agents that result in 

sanctions or penalties being assessed against the institution or its athletes. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3482 / HB2270 Defines maintenance of effort. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Prohibits an LEA from using state funds to fund any portion of its local maintenance of 

effort. Also prohibits an LEA from submitting a budget to the local legislative body that 

directly or indirectly supplants any of the LEA's local maintenance of effort. Requires local 

tax rate to be sufficient to fund the required local maintenance of effort. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3483 / HB2267 Permits charter school use of LEA vacant land. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Permits charter schools use of LEA vacant land on the same basis that charter schools can 

use underutilized and vacant properties. Permits local government to convey property 

bought from a tax sale to charter schools to be used for school purposes. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3487 / HB2260 Incentives for participation in community gardens. 
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Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires the board of education to create and implement a program to promote the 

participation in community gardens by students of kindergarten through the twelfth grade 

(k-12) of the development and maintenance of community gardens. Requires the 

commission on aging and disability to inform older persons of the nutritional benefit of 

eating garden produce to promote participation in community gardens. Establishes that the 

appropriate officer of a county or municipality can sell a community garden to a private 

nonprofit entity that meets certain conditions defined by law. Also establishes that proceeds 

from the sale of products that are produced in a community garden are tax exempt if all 

such proceeds are used to defray the cost of operating and maintaining the community 

garden. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House Agriculture Subcommittee. 

SB3495 / HB2253 Change in membership of the county board of education. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Authorizes a county legislative body to change the number of seats on the county board of 

education by resolution if a referendum is approved by the voters. Specifies that the 

proposed number of members shall be no less than three nor more than 13. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3496 / HB2254 Transition funding for dissolution of an LEA. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires planning for transition funding, specifically maintenance of effort, before a school 

district may be abolished, dissolved, or its administration transferred to another school 

system. Plan must be approved by commissioner. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3497 / HB2255 Requires needs based budgets for the 1,3,5,7,10 school year 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires the director of schools and the chair of the local school board to prepare needs 

based budgets that forecast funding needed for the first, third, fifth, seventh and 10th school 

years beyond the next school year. Requires these needs based budgets to be presented to 

the department of education and to the local legislative body responsible for local funding 

for the LEA for their comments. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB3498 / HB2256 Maintenance of effort payments - statewide schedule. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires the commissioner of education to develop and require the use of a standard 

statewide payment schedule for maintenance of effort payments that are made to an LEA by 

the local legislative body responsible for providing local funding to the LEA. Permits an 

LEA and the local legislative body to mutually agree to a different payment schedule, 

which is subject to approval by the commissioner. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 
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SB3518 / HB2487 New teacher evaluation systems required. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Requires the state board of education to develop an evaluation instrument for public school 

teachers to assess the teacher evaluation system. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB3522 / HB3831 School personnel - at will employees. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Lois M. DeBerry  

Description State Summary: As introduced, changes school personnel in positions for which no 

teaching license is required from at-will employees to at-will employees for the first two 

years of employment and then employees on year-to-year contracts in years thereafter; 

allows director of schools to dismiss such employees for cause after giving written notice of 

the charges and a hearing. - Amends TCA Section 49-2-301. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: DeBerry L.) 

SB3541 / HB3249 TN HOPE scholarship and home school students. 

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description Revises the definition of "home school student" for purposes of the Tennessee HOPE 

scholarship to require that a student be home schooled the last year of high school instead 

of the last two years of high school. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3553 / HB3583 Charter school task force - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joe Carr  

Description State Summary: As introduced, deletes an obsolete provision that required a charter school 

task force to file a report that has now been filed. - Amends TCA Title 49. Broadly 

captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3558 / HB3679 Prohibits attire that exposes underwear or body parts. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Joe Towns Jr.  

Description Requires an LEA to prohibit students from wearing, while on school grounds during the 

school day, clothing that exposes underwear or body parts in an indecent manner that 

disrupts the learning environment. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3563 / HB3611 School attendance and truancy - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Don Miller  

Description State Summary: As introduced, revises school attendance requirements and truancy. - 

Amends TCA Title 37 and Title 49. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3588 / HB3636 Dangers of texting while driving - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mark White  
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Description Requires all driver education courses to include instruction on the dangers of texting while 

driving and the penalty for such violation. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3593 / HB3405 Exemption from proof of vaccination requirement. 

Sponsors Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Jeanne Richardson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, exempts students entering higher education institutions who 

were born before January 1, 1970, from any requirement of proof of vaccination against 

any disease. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3597 / HB3576 Religious student organizations in higher education. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description State Summary: As introduced, prohibits certain colleges and universities in this state from 

denying recognition, privileges or benefits to a student organization or group on the basis of 

religious content of the organization's or group's speech or the manner in which the 

organization or group determines its organizational affairs. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3599 / HB3816 Home school students' HOPE scholarship requirements. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary: As introduced, changes a nonacademic eligibility requirement for receipt 

of Tennessee HOPE scholarship by home schooled student from being home schooled for 

two years immediately preceding completion of high school to being home schooled for 

one year immediately preceding completion of high school. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 4, Part 9. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3606 / HB3505 Partnerships between LEAs and parents/ 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary: As introduced, authorizes and encourages LEAs to partner with 

individuals, community and faith-based groups and organizations and for-profit and 

nonprofit entities to devise parental involvement programs that reward schools and classes 

and honor parents for participating in parenting classes that increase parental involvement 

in education and schools. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 70. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3611 / HB3825 Background check requirements for teachers. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Requires persons applying for positions as teachers and child care workers and employers 

of such positions to submit to a criminal history records check, a state sex offender registry 

check, a department of health vulnerable persons registry check, a DCS check of persons 

who have been indicated as perpetrators of child abuse or neglect, and a DHS check of 

persons indicated as perpetrators of abuse or gross neglect of adults. Creates Class A 

misdemeanor, punishable by fine only, for persons who fail to disclose to the employer that 
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they have been placed on any of the lists stated above. Requires all such information 

provided to education entities to remain confidential. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Stewart M.) 

SB3640 / HB2789 Student conduct on school buses. 

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Michael Ray McDonald  

Description Expands those who are allowed to suspend children for assaulting them with language to 

include a school bus driver or other school personnel. Authorizes school bus drivers to hold 

students accountable for disorderly conduct on the bus and report it to the principal. 

Authorizes a teacher, principal, school employee, or bus driver to use reasonable force 

when necessary to correct or restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death. Allows 

such force to be a defense against a civil action for damages. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Education. 

SB3660 / HB2740 Collaborative conferencing - local boards of education. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Prohibits local board of education from avoiding or refusing to participate in collaborative 

conferencing. Requires board to present a proposed MOU's content to professional 

employees and to provide opportunity for employees to express their concerns to the board 

before the board acts on the MOU. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3683 / HB3506 Special school district plan for earthquake damages. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Mike Kernell  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires a transition planning commission planning the 

transfer of administration of a special school district's schools to the county board of 

education, where the transfer will increase student enrollment in the county system by 100 

percent or more, to consider and plan for earthquakes and mitigation of earthquake 

damages, if the school systems are within 100 miles of the New Madrid fault. - Amends 

TCA Section 49-2-502. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3686 / HB3662 Tracking students expelled for zero tolerance violations. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Requires the department of education to track the graduation rates as well as the progress of 

all students expelled from their home school for zero tolerance violations. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3704 / HB3078 Parent defined for purposes of being on school premises. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Clarifies the definition of parent to include a parent, foster parent, legal guardian and a 

person having physical custody of a child for purposes of persons allowed on school buses 

and school grounds. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 
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SB3709 / HB3729 Urging the teaching of the state symbols. 

Sponsors Sen. Joe M. Haynes / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Urges public schools to include, as determined by the local board of education, instruction 

on state symbols, such as the state seal and flag, their importance, and their meanings. 

Urges lessons on appropriate display of the state flag. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3712 / HB3337 Eligibility for teacher preparation - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Tommie F. Brown  

Description Revises outdated provision concerning eligibility for teacher preparation programs and 

teaching. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3725 / HB3813 Extended instructional days for certain schools. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Requires an LEA placed in Corrective Action after failing to make adequate yearly progress 

(AYP) for four years to extend the school term by ten instructional days. Requires an LEA 

subsequently placed in Restructuring 2 for failing to make AYP for six years to extend the 

school term an additional ten days. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3730 / HB3811 Access to educational technology program. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Creates an access to educational technology program which provides laptops to seventh and 

eighth grade students in participating LEAs. Requires the department of education to 

monitor changes in such students' test scores. Requires commissioner to compile an annual 

report including the cost of the program, feedback from teachers and students on the 

program's effectiveness, and comments on improvements. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3740 / HB3812 Virtual public school may be closed if failing requirements. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Requires the close of an LEA virtual school if the department of education determines that 

the school, establisher, operator, or manager fails to do the following: increase student 

achievement, demonstrate academic, fiscal, or operational accountability, adhere to rules, 

conditions, or standards, meet adequate year progress, or account for funds received and 

expended. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3741 / HB3810 Creates K-12 teacher compensation commission. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Establishes K-12 Teacher Compensation Commission and requires the commission to 

examine teacher compensation and compensation issues to recommend salary and benefit 

levels that would attract and retain highly qualified and competent persons in careers as 

public school teachers. 
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Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3747 / HB3744 Defines TN resident for purposes higher education tuition. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Clarifies which persons may be considered a "Tennessee resident" for purposes of tuition 

paid to public institutions of higher education. Includes any student who has graduated 

from high school in this state and attended at least three of those years here; requires such 

students who are not citizens of the United States to submit an affidavit to the institution 

stating they have or will file an application for permanent residency in the United States. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB3748 / HB3739 Religious freedom of school employees. 

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver  

Description Clarifies that teachers are not prohibited from participating in religious practice, including 

those with a student organization, if the participation is in connection with an event not held 

on campus. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

Environment & Nature - 4 

SB2249 / HB2387 Reorganization of governmental agencies and other entities. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions governing the structure of certain state agencies, committees, 

boards and commissions. Decreases from 17 to 12 the size of the board of directors for the 

Duck River Development Agency. Authorizes the commissioner of environment and 

conservation to appoint an executive director to carry out the purposes of the Tennessee 

Heritage Conservation Trust Fund Act of 2005. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 01/12/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2521 / HB2416 Green Cleaning Schools Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Creates the "Green Cleaning Schools Act," which would require the department of 

education to establish a green cleaning policy for schools. Requires the schools to use only 

environmentally-sensitive cleaning products to clean schools, if economically feasible. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education. 

SB3319 / HB3495 Persons cited for not wearing flotation device. 

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary: As introduced, increases from 30 to 45 days the time in which person cited 

for not wearing flotation device must provide proof of legal age; extends from 30 to 45 

days time for proving age may be extended at discretion of officer. - Amends TCA Title 69. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Energy & Environment. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 
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SB3450 / HB3449 Exec. Dir. of Wildlife commission appointed by Governor. 

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. Frank S. Niceley  

Description State Summary: As introduced, restructures commission; requires the executive director to 

be appointed by and be accountable to the governor. - Amends TCA Title 70, Chapter 1. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Energy & Environment. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

Estates & Trusts - 1 

SB2519 / HB2648 Right of respondent to petition for conservator appointment. 

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Gary Odom  

Description Specifies rights of respondent in petition for appointment of a conservator. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

Family Law - 28 

SB2163 / HB2451 Modification of child custody decree of parent in military.  

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Deletes language in current law stating that a court may modify a decree of child custody or 

visitation in the event that a parent volunteers for permanent military duty as a career 

choice. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2844 / HB2188 New active duty term to be used in child visitation statute. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Curtis G. Johnson  

Description Substitutes the term "active duty military service" for "active duty service in the armed 

forces" to be used in statutes regarding visitation rights of biological or legal relatives with 

a child whose parent is out of state and on active duty. Defines "armed forces" as it is to be 

used in the relevant statute. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2938 / HB2208 Penalty for conspiring not to report a newly hired employee. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Debra Young Maggart  

Description Deletes provision in current law that states a court may permanently modify a decree of 

child custody or visitation in the event that a parent volunteers for permanent military duty 

as a career choice. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2200 / HB2338 Rules revised for placement of child outside of parent. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Specifies that it would be grounds to initiate the termination of parental or guardianship 

rights if the child has been placed outside of the care, custody, or control of the child's 

parent or guardian by a court order for six months and the parent or guardian knows or 

should know of the court-ordered placement, yet fails to resolve the existing conditions that 
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prevent the child's safe placement with the parent or guardian.(Part of Administration 

Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2388 / HB2562 Mediation required for certain orders of protection. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Allows judges to order mediation for two people who are seeking orders of protections 

against each other. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House General Subcommittee of Judiciary deferred to 02/15/12. 

SB2404 / HB2421 Medical bills left unpaid to result in suspended visitation. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Eric Watson  

Description Requires that a parent ordered to pay medical bills or expenses for a child must do so within 

30 days of a court order or have visitation rights suspended until the bills are paid along 

with any costs incurred as a result of the delay. Allows payment plan with medical care 

provider or the other parent. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2489 / HB2620 Considerations in making custody determinations. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Enacts "Luke's Law." Adds that the court is required to consider two more factors when 

deciding a custody arrangement: the likelihood of each parent to honor and facilitate court-

approved parenting rights and whether a parent has a history of willfully denying the other 

parent's right to parenting time in accordance with a court order. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs 02/07/12. 

SB2512 / HB2667 Parenting plans to incorporate a residential schedule. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Requires a parenting plan to list the percentage of residential time the child spends with 

each parent. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2569 / HB2744 Child support arrearages. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Requires the department of human services to attach a lien to any award of criminal injuries 

compensation of a recipient who is arrears with regards to child support payments in order 

to satisfy such arrearage. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs 02/07/12. 

SB2800 / HB2992 Domestic assault committed in presence of a child. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Increases penalty for offense of domestic assault committed in the presence of a child to a 

Class E felony. Requires the perpetrator of the domestic assault to pay for any counseling 

that may be required for the child who observed the domestic assault. Authorizes law 
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enforcement, in their discretion, to file a report of harm with the department of children's 

services for a child abuse investigation. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2835 / HB3197 Open adoption or visitation. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary: As introduced, states that either party to an adoption may enforce contract 

provision providing for open adoption or visitation; allows certain adopted children to be 

issued new certificate of birth upon reaching age of majority. - Amends TCA Title 36 and 

Title 68. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2842 / HB2991 Child custody when parent convicted of violent crime. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Requires that parents who have been convicted of a violent crime and have been classified 

by a mental health professional as a violent or dangerous due to a mental health disorder 

not be awarded custody or visitation rights. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB2957 / HB3071 Training for guardians ad litem. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary: As introduced, states that training for guardians ad litem shall include early 

childhood, child and adolescent development provided by a qualified professional; requires 

permanency hearings for children in foster care to be held within 12 months of previous 

permanency hearing. - Amends TCA Section 37-1-149; Section 37-2-409 and Section 37-1-

129. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3033 / HB2897 Adoption - preference to relative over foster parent. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Grants a relative of a child first preference in the adoption process, provided they have a 

substantial relationship. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3035 / HB2901 Enhancing financial penalty violating order of protection. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Increases financial penalty for violations of an order of protection from $50 to not less than 

$150 and not more than $500. Requires the judge to asses a civil penalty of not less than 

$500 and not more than $1,000 for any persons violating an order of protection for a second 

or subsequent time. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB3243 / HB3654 Adoption - children placed by an unlicensed party. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Mike Stewart  
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Description State Summary: As introduced, clarifies that each child placed for temporary care or 

adoption by an unlicensed party is a separate Class A misdemeanor. - Amends TCA Title 

36 and Title 37. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3244 / HB3652 Post-adoption services. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, specifies that any post-adoption services provided by the 

department of children's services shall be available to biological parents, siblings and 

grandparents of the adopted child. - Amends TCA Title 36. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3257 / HB3178 Child support collection - public awareness campaign. 

Sponsors Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the department of human services and juvenile 

court or district attorney general to undertake public awareness campaign in counties 

implementing responsible teen parent pilot project that includes the means the department 

may use to collect child support. - Amends TCA Title 36; Title 37 and Title 39. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3279 / HB3468 Ordering of child support for postsecondary education. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, allows the court, in its discretion, in appropriate cases, to 

order child support for postsecondary education. - Amends TCA Title 34 and Title 36. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3376 / HB3206 Termination of parental rights. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. David Alexander  

Description State Summary: As introduced, permits the court to terminate one parent's rights to a child 

but not the other where certain clear and convincing evidence is established. - Amends 

TCA Title 36; Title 37 and Title 39. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3402 / HB3577 Reports of physical child abuse. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Requires reports of physical child abuse be investigated by a child protective services 

investigator who is trained in investigating physical abuse or be referred to a child 

advocacy center. Prohibits such investigation from being performed by a probation officer 

previously assigned to the child. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3414 / HB3669 Juvenile records task force - broad caption. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description Deletes obsolete reporting requirement for the juvenile records task force. Broadly 
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captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3466 / HB3511 Biological father to recover child support. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Clarifies that a person who is proven not to be the biological father of a minor child by 

genetic testing and is relieved by a court the duty to pay child support for such child has a 

civil cause of action against a biological father who has a legally imposed duty of support 

for the same child for recovery of the sums paid. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3470 Requires paternity testing for birth certificates. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate  

Description Requires genetic testing to confirm paternity of a child before a father can be listed on a 

birth certificate; does not prevent a child's adoptive parents from being listed on the child's 

new birth certificate. Requires the department of human services to be responsible for 

testing payment for parties unable to pay. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB3493 / HB2251 Recovery of child support when man is not biological father. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Gives a person who has been proven not to be the biological father of a minor child a civil 

cause of action against the child's biological father in order to recover child support actually 

paid, including court costs and any discretionary costs that may be allowed by the court. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3582 / HB3773 Dependent of neglected child. 

Sponsors Sen. Andy Berke / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary: As introduced, states that withdrawal of or change to an automatic veto for 

adoption contact shall be effective immediately upon receipt of the written request by the 

department. - Amends TCA Title 36; Title 37 and Title 40. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Fitzhugh) 

SB3638 / HB2790 Grandparent may file petition opposing relocation of child. 

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Michael Ray McDonald  

Description Gives grandparents with visitation rights, who have filed a petition in opposition of child 

relocation, standing to petition the court for custody. Allows the court to award custody to 

the grandparent after consideration of various defined factors. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3746 / HB3791 Child curfew ordinances permitted. 

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Allows any municipality in the state to adopt child curfew ordinances upon majority vote of 

the municipal governing body. 
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Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Dennis) 

Government Contracts - 1 

SB1355 / HB1516 Employer to verify status of employees for state contracts. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Restructures and rewords provisions prohibiting the use of illegal immigrants in providing 

services to government entities. Maintains all previous prohibitions and additionally 

prohibits government employers, general contractors, or any person providing services 

under a public contract to hire a person after January 1, 2012 without verifying the 

employees' work authorization status under the federal work authorization program. 

Requires a general contractor under a public contract to obtain two of three forms of 

identification including a driver's license, birth certificate, or social security card from any 

subcontractors they hire, in addition to copies of the persons work authorization status. 

Requires the commissioner of labor and workforce development to investigate persons 

working under a public contract if a complaint is filed and there is reason to believe a 

violation has occurred or if the commissioner has reason to believe a violation has occurred, 

which will result in a hearing if substantial evidence exists. Provides for the right of appeal 

to a commissioner's hearing within 15 days of receipt of notice of the decision, and requires 

the name of the person initiating the complaint be revealed upon request. Sets out 

guidelines for license suspension, revocation and prohibition from participating in public 

contracts for first-time and subsequent violators and the required notice of such penalties to 

the violator. Prohibits ownership of 51 percent of an entity requiring a license that the 

owner has already had revoked from another entity in which the person owned at least 51 

percent of. (10 pp.) 

Senate Status 03/01/2011 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 04/13/2011 - House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government deferred to 2012. 

Government Organization - 32 

SB2183 / HB2223 Codifies the Acts of the 2011 legislative session. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Codifies the Acts of the 2011 legislative session. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Senate passed. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Judiciary Committee 02/07/12. 

HB3453 Sunsets Tennessee court of the Judiciary. 

Sponsors Rep. Eric Watson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, extends Tennessee court of the judiciary, June 30, 2014. - 

Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 17, Chapter 5. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

HJR614 Commerce Clause of the federal Constitution. 

Sponsors Rep. Linda Elam  

Description Urges Congress to return to more original understanding of the Commerce Clause of the 

federal Constitution. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB1516.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2223.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3453.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0614.pdf
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Senate Status None 

House Status None 

SB2212 / HB2350 State insurance plans not subject to certain regulation. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Specifies that state insurance plans are not subject to regulation by the department of 

commerce and insurance or the jurisdiction of the department of health. No provision of 

Title 56 applies to these plans unless explicitly stated. (Part of Administration Package 

2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status None 

SB2229 / HB2367 Department of mental health and substance abuse services. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Changes the name of the department of mental health to the "department of mental health 

and substance abuse services." (Part of Administration Package 2012.) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Consent 2 02/06/12. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - House Health & Human Resources recommended. Sent to House Calendar & 

Rules. 

SB2248 / HB2386 Probation and parole services rearranged. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Transfers from board of probation and parole to department of correction certain functions 

relating to probation and parole services and the community correction grant program. (Part 

of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate State & Local Government Committee 02/07/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Government Operations Committee 02/08/12. 

SB2312 / HB2509 Department of Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Extends the termination date of the Department of Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities to June 30, 2014. Under the Tennessee Governmental Entity Review Law, the 

Department is scheduled to terminate on June 30, 2012. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Consent 2 02/06/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Calendar & Rules Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2315 / HB2507 Department of children's services - sunset. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Extends the department of children's services on June 30, 2014. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Government Operations Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House Government Operations deferred to 02/15/2012.  

SB2316 / HB2538 Second look commission - sunset. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Extends the Second Look commission on June 30, 2017. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Taken off notice in House Government Operations. 

SB2323 / HB2532 Tennessee higher education commission - sunset. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2350.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2367.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2386.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2312.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2315.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2316.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2323.pdf
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Description Extends the Tennessee higher education commission on June 30, 2014. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Government Operations Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House Government Operations. 

SB2324 / HB2544 Tennessee arts commission - sunset. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Sunsets the Tennessee arts commission on June 30, 201 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Calendar & Rules Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2396 / HB2501 Fees assessed to certain boards and commissions. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Establishes October 31 as the annual deadline for the state commissioner of finance and 

administration to certify fees required by the division of regulatory boards and the division 

of health related boards. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Senate Government Operations recommended. Sent to Senate State & Local 

Government. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government 02/08/12. 

SB2462 / HB2508 Sunset - department of human services. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Sunsets the department of human services on June 30, 2013. 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Government Operations Committee 02/08/12. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House Government Operations. 

SB2474 / HB2611 Notice - government operations sunset hearings. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Reduces public notice period for government operations committee sunset hearings 

published in newspaper of general circulation from ten days to six days. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government 02/08/12. 

SB2475 / HB2610 Notice of government operations committee sunset hearings. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Requires notice of government operations committee sunset hearings to be posted on the 

division of state audit's website rather than such notice being published in newspapers of 

general circulation, which is the current law requirement. Requires notice on website to be 

listed at least once every 90 days. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Withdrawn in House. 

SB2503 / HB2785 General assembly to meet every two years. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Requires the general assembly to meet in session every two years instead of each year. 

Requires legislative employees and staff to remain employed on an annual basis. Requires 

the state budge to be for two years instead of one. Requires the code commission to change 

certain references of annual to biennium. (Broadly captioned) 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2324.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2396.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2508.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2474.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2475.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2503.pdf
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SB2784 / HB3699 Corrects references to abolished oversight committees. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description Corrects references remaining in TCA to oversight committees that were abolished by 

Chapter 410 of the Public Acts of 2011. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2947 / HB2298 Term limits for general assembly members. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Faulk / Rep. Bill W. Harmon  

Description Limits terms for members of the house of representatives to 12 years and limits terms for 

members of the senate to 12 years. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB3032 / HB2893 Adds language to Children's Service Dept. Mission. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description Adds additional language to the children's service department's mission/purpose. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3096 / HB3712 Appointments to the criminal justice coordinating council. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires each speaker appointment for the Tennessee 

criminal justice coordinating council to be from the respective state and local government 

committee. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 41. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3143 / HB3342 Statutory revisions in commission on children & youth. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary: As introduced, deletes certain obsolete statutory provisions pertaining to 

the commission. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 3. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Children & Family Affairs. 

SB3153 / HB3343 Reporting requirements revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary: As introduced, extends the time the department of intellectual and 

developmental disabilities has to respond to the comments from the public meeting from 35 

to 45 days. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 16; Title 33; Title 56 and Title 68. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House Health & Human Resources. 

SB3173 / HB3445 Terminates the advisory committee on women's health. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Terminates the advisory committee on women's health. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3189 / HB3797 Family support program to report to HHR committees. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2784.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2298.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2893.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3096.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3143.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3153.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3173.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3189.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Michael Harrison  

Description State Summary: As introduced, directs the information gathered through the family support 

program to be provided to the house health and human resources committee and the senate 

health and welfare committee. - Amends TCA Section 33-5-212. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Harrison) 

SB3212 / HB3080 Sunrise provision - economic council on women. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Establishes sunrise provision for economic council on women with a termination date of 

June 30, 2013. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to House Government Operations. 

SB3213 / HB3079 Abolishes Cover Tennessee advisory committee. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jim Cobb  

Description Abolishes Cover Tennessee advisory committee. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Commerce. 

SB3347 / HB3417 Fiscal review committee and approving certain contracts. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Curtis G. Johnson  

Description State Summary: As introduced, extends period of time committee has to comment on 

proposed non-competitive contracts from 20 days to 40 days; removes obsolete language. - 

Amends TCA Title 3, Chapter 7; Title 3, Chapter 2; Title 4, Chapter 56; Title 36, Chapter 5 

and Title 71, Chapter 5. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3435 / HB3493 Joint committee to study administrative process in state. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description State Summary: As introduced, creates a special joint committee to conduct a 

comprehensive study of the administrative process in this state including, but not limited to, 

the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act. - 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Delayed Bills Committee. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3667 / HB2301 Influence Disclosure Act. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Creates the "Influence Disclosure Act," which requires model bills filed by members to be 

accompanied by a form created by the chief clerk that states the bill is a model bill and 

identifying the organization that bill originated from. Requires completed forms to be 

available on the general assembly's web site. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB3670 / HB3661 Deleting references to Joint Education Oversight Committee. 

Sponsors Sen. James F. Kyle Jr. / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary: As introduced, deletes references to the joint education oversight 

committee that has been abolished. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3080.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3079.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3347.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3493.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2301.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3670.pdf
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Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3688 / HB3772 Protecting patient confidentiality. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description Requires the department to design its structured information system in a manner that 

protects any confidential information about a service recipient, including any personally 

identifiable information. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Fitzhugh) 

SJR500 Study of state services to survivors of brain trauma. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy  

Description Creates a special joint committee to study providing state services to survivors of traumatic 

brain injuries. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Delayed Bills Committee. 

House Status None 

Government Regulation - 12 

HB3293 Vouchers issued under Special Supplemental Food Program. 

Sponsors Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires any voucher issued under the Special 

Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children to be redeemable only when 

purchasing items of lesser cost if multiple items with comparable nutritional value are 

available. - Amends TCA Title 71, Chapter 5, Part 3. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Withdrawn in House. 

HB3366 Electronic notice requirements revised. 

Sponsors Rep. Barrett Rich  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the board, commission, agency, or other 

governmental entity to provide electronic notice 45 days in advance of meetings to 

licensees after receiving the email address of the licensee. - Amends TCA Title 62 and Title 

63. 

Senate Status None 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of State & Local Government. 

SB2224 / HB2362 Eligibility for temporary assistance. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Makes several changes to eligibility for temporary assistance under AFDC. A caretaker 

relative who does not comply with work requirements is not eligible for transitional child 

care assistance. Makes transportation assistance optional rather than mandatory. If benefits 

are terminated for not complying with a child support or work plan, compliance will not 

reinstate benefits. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/17/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2237 / HB2375 Department of homeland security partnership agreements. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3688.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/SJR0500.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3293.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3366.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2362.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2375.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Authorizes the department of safety and homeland security to enter into partnership 

agreements with nonprofit organizations for the purpose of promoting and supporting the 

goals and objectives of the agency. Specifies criteria which a nonprofit organization must 

meet to qualify as a nonprofit partner to the department. Requires that all full board 

meetings of a nonprofit organization concerning activities authorized by Section 2 of this 

bill or pursuant to the present law authorizing TWRA to sell advertising in its publications 

to be open to the public, except for executive sessions that include matters such as 

litigation, audits or investigations, or human resource issues. (Part of Administration 

Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Transportation & Safety. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Transportation 02/07/12. 

SB2272 / HB3099 Drug testing for TANF applicants and recipients. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description Requires suspicion-based urine drug tests of TANF applicants and recipients. Notice of 

tests provided at time of application. Individuals who test positive for controlled substances 

are ineligible for TANF benefits for one year. Those who fail a second test are ineligible for 

three years after the second test. Those testing positive receive a list of substance abuse 

treatment providers and may reapply after six months upon successful completion of a 

program. Dependent child's eligibility for benefits not affected. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2580 / HB2725 Drug screening applicants for TANF benefits. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Julia Hurley  

Description Requires applicants for TANF benefits to undergo a drug test before receiving such 

benefits. Restricts TANF benefits for positive drug test results under certain circumstances. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to House Health & Human Resources. House Government 

Operations will review if recommended. 

SB2583 / HB2807 Reduction in TANF payments - kids not doing well in school. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Vance Dennis  

Description Requires the reduction of Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) payments for 

parents or caretakers of TANF recipients whose children fail to maintain satisfactory 

progress in school. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Health & Human Resources. 

SB2725 / HB3065 Tennessee Civil Rights Initiative Act. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. John Ragan  

Description Enacts "Tennessee Civil Rights Initiative Act." Prohibits the state, including all entities of 

the state that derive authority from the state, from discriminating or granting preferential 

treatment to any individual or group based on sex, race, color, ethnicity, or national origin 

in the operation of all aspects of public employment, education, or contracting. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House State & Local Government. 

SB3015 / HB3147 Waiver from photo on EBT cards. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2272.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2580.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2583.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2725.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3015.pdf
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Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires the department of human services to seek a waiver 

from the U.S. Department of Agriculture for cardholders' photos to be placed on EBT cards 

issued pursuant to the food stamp program and to submit implementation and cost 

information to the general assembly. - Amends TCA Title 71, Chapter 5, Part 3. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3421 / HB3510 Child care agency age groups and ratios modified. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Mike Kernell  

Description State Summary: As introduced, revises and deletes certain provisions regarding age groups 

and ratios in child care agencies. - Amends TCA Section 71-3-502. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3509 / HB3252 Recipients of federal assistance must show photo ID. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires recipients of federal assistance and benefits 

administered by state, county or municipal agencies to present photo identification in order 

to receive or access benefits. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 71. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3726 / HB3799 Records requests - custodial agencies. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Harry J. Tindell  

Description Requires the chief administrative officer of a custodial agency to sign the public records 

request response form if furnishing the records will take longer than ten business days and 

include a written statement as to why it will take more than ten days. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House companion bill introduced. (H: Tindell) 

Health Care - 45 

SB2122 / HB2165 Funding for taxpayer-funded family planning services. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mark White  

Description Requires that taxpayer-funded family planning services and programs to be provided 

through the county health departments or, alternatively, by the Tennessee department of 

health. Prohibits payment of such family planning funds to third-party providers or private 

organization or entities. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate General Welfare. 

House Status 01/10/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB2161 / HB2815 Disbursement of federal Title X family planning funds. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Revises current law to restrict the entities to which the department of health may disburse 

federal title X family planning funds to certain public agencies. 

Senate Status 01/12/2012 - Referred to Senate General Welfare. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House Health & Human Resources. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3510.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB3252.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB3726.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2122.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/SB2161.pdf
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HJR582 Urging Congress to not make changes to Social Security. 

Sponsors Rep. Mike Turner  

Description Urges Congress to not make reductions to Social Security benefits. 

Senate Status None 

House Status None 

SB2203 / HB2341 Adopts 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Requires that minimum specifications for public buildings constructed, enlarged, or 

substantially altered or repaired be in compliance with the 2010 Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards for Accessible Design, rather than the Uniform Federal 

Accessibility Standards or the ADA Accessibility Guidelines. (Part of Administration 

Package 2012.) 

Senate Status 02/02/2012 - Set for Senate Floor 02/06/12. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Calendar & Rules Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2222 / HB2360 Issuance of renewals for health facilities licenses. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Extends, from June 30 following its issuance to the anniversary date of its original issuance, 

the expiration date of a license to operate a health facility. Authorizes renewed licenses to 

be issued for terms of no less than five months and no more than eighteen months. (Part of 

Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Senate General Welfare recommended with amendment 1. Sent to Senate 

Finance, Ways & Means. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House Health & Human Resources recommended with amendment 1 

(01185218), which clarifies language regarding licenses renewed during the transitional 

period. Authorizes renewed licenses during the transitional period to be issued at prorated 

monthly renewal fee rates for terms of no less than five months and no more than 18 

months. Sent to House Government Operations. 

SB2225 / HB2363 Licensing of facilities for developmental disabilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions governing the licensing of facilities and personal support 

services. Changes language to include "alcohol and drug abuse prevention and/or 

treatment." Changes "developmental disabilities" to "intellectual and developmental 

disabilities." Designates which department will handle different types of licensure. 

Removes provision prohibiting licensing of more than two residential facilities within 500 

yards from other such facilities. Allows intellectual or developmental disability related 

residential facilities to provide services to the elderly or adults with physical disabilities. 

(Part of Administration Package 2012.) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2226 / HB2364 State admissions review committee - developmental centers. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions of present law regarding admission to developmental centers. 

Replaces the admission committees and admission review boards of each developmental 

center with a single statewide admission review committee. Clarifies that admission to the 

center may include eligible persons with intellectual or developmental disabilities, instead 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/resolutions/HJR0582.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2341.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2360.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2363.pdf
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2011_2012/bills/HB2364.pdf
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of just developmental disabilities. Present law regarding admission to developmental 

centers details various powers and duties of the chief officer of a developmental center. 

This bill specifies that such powers and duties would instead apply to "the chief officer or 

director of the developmental center, or the appointed designee of the developmental 

center". Under present law, if the chief officer determines that a person no longer meets the 

standards under which the person was admitted to the center, then the chief officer must 

discharge the person. This bill revises this provision to instead specify that a person would 

be discharged from the center if the chief officer, director or designee and the statewide 

admission review committee determine that the person no longer meets the standards under 

which the person was admitted. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Government Operations. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - House Health & Human Resources recommended with amendments 1 & 2. 

Amendment 1 (01183003) changes the effective date to "upon becoming law". Amendment 

2 (01203118) makes technical changes to sections 3, 4 and 7 of the original bill, changing 

the format of the sections but preserving the language in the original bill. Sent to House 

Government Operations. 

SB2227 / HB2365 Do not resuscitate orders. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Authorizes the department of intellectual and developmental disabilities to allow certain 

unlicensed individuals to follow universal do not resuscitate orders that are made available 

to them in a form approved by the board for licensing health care facilities. This bill would 

apply to those unlicensed individuals who provide direct support and care to persons 

supported and who are employed by agencies that are licensed under state law and under 

contract to provide residential or adult day programs and personal assistance or who 

provide direct support and care to persons supported within the ICF/ID homes and 

department facilities. Defines "unlicensed individuals who provide direct care and support 

to persons supported" as the unlicensed individuals, including their unlicensed direct care 

and support supervisors, who are employed to provide direct care and support to persons 

supported within the department of intellectual and developmental disabilities ICF/ID 

homes and facilities or by agencies that are licensed under state law and under contract with 

the department. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Calendar & Rules Committee 02/07/12. 

SB2240 / HB2378 Medicaid false claims revisions. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Revises various provisions of the Medicaid False Claims Act. Specifies that an action for 

medicaid fraud may be brought against any person who: (1) Knowingly presents, or causes 

to be presented, a false or fraudulent claim for payment or approval under the medicaid 

program; (2) Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used, a false record or 

statement material to a false or fraudulent claim to get a false or fraudulent claim under the 

medicaid program paid for or approved; (3) Conspires to commit a violation of (1), (2), or 

(4); or (4) Knowingly makes, uses, or causes to be made or used, a false record or statement 

material to an obligation to pay or transmit money, or property to the state, or knowingly 

conceals, or knowingly and improperly, avoids, or decreases an obligation to pay or 

transmit money or property to the state, relative to the medicaid program. Also specifies 

that the amount of the civil penalty described above for a violation of medicaid fraud would 

be adjusted by the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act. Requires that the court 
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dismiss an action or claim for medicaid fraud, unless opposed by the state, if substantially 

the same allegations or transactions as alleged in the action or claim were publicly 

disclosed in a criminal, civil, or administrative hearing in which the state or its agent is a 

party; in a state legislative, state comptroller, or other state report, hearing, audit, or 

investigation; or from the news media, unless the action is brought by the attorney general 

or district attorney general or the person bringing the action is an original source of the 

information. Defines "original source" as a person who either prior to such a public 

disclosure has voluntarily disclosed to the state the information on which allegations or 

transactions in a claim are based or who has knowledge that is independent of and 

materially adds to the publicly disclosed allegations or transactions, and who has 

voluntarily provided the information to the state before filing the action. Specifies that if the 

state elects to intervene and proceed with an action for medicaid fraud brought by a person 

other than the attorney general, then the state may file its own complaint, or amend the 

complaint of the person who had brought the action, to clarify or add detail to the claims in 

which the state is intervening and to add any additional claims with respect to which the 

state contends it is entitled to relief. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Finance 02/08/12. 

SB2241 / HB2379 In-home visitation programs funding criteria revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Redefines evidence-based research. Requires scientific research on in-home visits to be 

evaluated using either randomized controlled research designs or quasi-experimental 

research designs with equivalent comparison groups. Clarifies "in-home" visit to not 

include any Medicaid funded disease management or case management services or 

programs which may include home visits. 50 percent of state appropriated funds are to be 

used for evidence-based models in fiscal year 2012-2013 and 75 percent in 2013-1014 and 

after. (Part of Administration Package 2012) 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources 

02/07/12. 

SB2253 / HB2391 TN Prescription Safety Act of 2012. 

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Enacts "Tennessee Prescription Safety Act of 2012." Expands and clarifies the "Controlled 

Substances Monitoring Act of 2011." Authorizes the commissioner of health to promulgate 

rules on the sharing and dissemination of data and information in the database with other 

states and enter into such agreements. Requires all prescribers, dispensers, and physician 

extenders in practice for more than three calendar days per year in Tennessee to be 

registered in the controlled substance database. Requires prescribers and dispensers to 

submit information on dispensed controlled substances, including whether the prescription 

is new, the date the prescription was issued, and the source of payment, to the database 

within 24 hours, instead of monthly. Requires the controlled substance database committee 

to review the information in the database and notify law enforcement of any violations of 

law. Adds to the list of who confidential database information may be available to and 

requires each database user to have a separate authentication access code. Requires 

prescribers and dispensers to check the controlled substance database prior to prescribing or 

dispensing a controlled substance at the beginning of a new treatment and least every six 

months after that. (14 pp) (Part of Administration Package 2012) 
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Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB2299 BMI screenings - reporting requirements revised. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Summerville  

Description Changes the recipients of the department of health's aggregate results of BMI screenings to 

include the chairmen of both the senate and house education committees. Extends the date 

they must be received by from January 31st to February 15th. 

Senate Status 01/13/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status None 

SB2387 / HB2233 Titles for alcohol and drug abuse counselors. 

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Establishes titles and qualifications of an intern, level I and level II alcohol and drug abuse 

counselors. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources 

02/07/12. 

SB2407 / HB2569 Doctor shopping laws expanded. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Expands responsibility to report under "doctor shopping" laws. Gives hospitals access to 

controlled substance database for certain purposes and immunizes them from liability. 

Requires photo identification for persons picking up prescriptions. Allows federal law 

enforcement to access controlled substance database without warrant. Allows real-time 

electronic access to controlled substance database for law enforcement and pharmacists. 

Requires pain clinics to be owned by Tennessee doctors or hospitals. Penalizes interference 

with pharmacists' decisions to fill prescriptions. Allows methadone clinics to query 

controlled substance database prior to prescribing drugs to patients. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status None 

SB2416 / HB2568 Drug overdose reporting requirements established. 

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Requires the board for licensing health care facilities to establish a protocol by rule for 

hospitals, community health centers, and clinics to report drug overdoses by January 1, 

2013. 

Senate Status 01/18/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2459 / HB3016 Annual report on safety net access and adequacy. 

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Requires that the annual report on access to care and safety net adequacy include a focus on 

innovative practices utilized by safety net providers in the three grand divisions of the state. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Health &l Welfare Committee. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House Health & Human Resources Committee 02/08/12. 

SB2506 / HB2414 Aids studies for public outreach and education. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Requires the office of research and accountability to study AIDS prevention curricula 
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implemented by LEAs. Requires the department of health to study AIDS prevention 

curricula that has been implemented in other states to determine if the programs are 

meritorious and effective. 

Senate Status 01/19/2012 - Referred to Senate Education. 

House Status 02/02/2012 - Set for House General Subcommittee of Education 02/08/12. 

SB2531 / HB3295 Check of controlled substances database before prescribing. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description Requires health care practitioner authorized to prescribe or dispense controlled substances 

to check the prescription history, through the database, of any patient seeking a prescription 

for a controlled substance and to make appropriate reports. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/26/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB2558 / HB2642 Requires physicians to report meth injuries. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Charles Curtiss  

Description Requires a physician to report to law enforcement any wound or injury resulting from the 

exposure to a methamphetamine laboratory or related fire. Requires physicians to have 

immunity from any civil or criminal liability as a result of reporting the incident to law 

enforcement. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2559 / HB2664 Reporting of injuries from female genital mutilation. 

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Requires health care providers to report injuries of patients that appears to be suffering 

from or to have been the victim of female genital mutilation. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2581 / HB2549 Health care providers - interventional pain management. 

Sponsors Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description Authorizes the board of nursing to provide a certificate of competence in interventional 

pain management to a certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA), which will allow the 

CRNA to perform invasive procedures involving any portion of the spine, spinal cord, 

sympathetic nerves or block of major peripheral nerves, if the CRNA provides the board 

with certain evidence. Also authorizes the board of nursing to provide a certificate of 

competence in interventional pain management to a nurse practitioner if the nurse 

practitioner provides certain evidence to the board. Authorizes the committee on physician 

assistants to provide a certificate of competence in interventional pain management to a 

physician assistant if the physician assistant provides certain evidence to the commission. 

Specifies requirements for physicians practicing interventional pain management. 

Senate Status 01/23/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2680 / HB2957 Certificate to operate a pain management clinic. 

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mark White  

Description Extends the grace period for renewing a certificate to operate a pain management clinic 

from 90 days to 120 days. 

Senate Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to Senate Health &l Welfare. 
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House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2816 / HB2928 Traumatic brain injury care homes. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Michael Ray McDonald  

Description As introduced, enacts the "Community-Based TBI Adult Care Home Act of 2012" for the 

development and creation of community-based adult care homes for disabled adults 

suffering from the effects of traumatic brain injury. 

Senate Status 01/26/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2903 / HB2916 Private act hospitals - exclusive provider contracts. 

Sponsors Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Jimmy A. Eldridge  

Description Prohibits private act hospitals from entering into or renewing a provider network or contract 

with a hospital, medical service or health insurer that contains an exclusive provider 

provision. Specifies that neither the antitrust immunity, reimbursement negotiations, terms 

and conditions of insurer provider network agreements, nor the discretion of insurers shall 

be affected. Limits the application of this bill to private act hospitals located in counties in 

which the private act hospital has 55 percent or more of the total nonpsychiatric hospital 

discharges within the county during any one calendar year, but shall not apply to a private 

act hospital that is the only hospital provider located in the county in which the private act 

hospital has its principal operations. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status None 

SB2912 / HB3275 Public benefit hospital conveyance transaction. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Michael Harrison  

Description State Summary: As introduced, extends the attorney general and reporter's deadline of 

objection for any proposed public benefit hospital conveyance transaction from 45 days to 

60 days and provides an additional 45 day extension to review and consider the transaction. 

- Amends TCA Title 48, Chapter 68. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Commerce. 

SB2921 / HB3115 Assisted outpatient treatment as an alternative. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description Allows judicial commitment for involuntary care and treatment to order a person to an 

outpatient treatment center if an outpatient treatment plan is presented to the court. 

Requires the outpatient treatment plan to be proposed by a doctor who has seen the patient 

10 days prior to filing the plan to the court. Requires if a patient needs medicine, the plan 

must list if the medicine should be self administered or administered by a medical 

professional. Requires that if an alcohol or substance abuse treatment is needed, the doctor 

will provide an opportunity to participant in the development of the plan or make 

reasonable efforts to gather relevant information in the development of the plan from family 

and significant others. Gives rights to the proposed patient to be represented by counsel 

during proceedings. Requires the doctor to testify to the facts and clinical facts of the 

proposed treatment plan. Requires the court to only send a proposed patient to an outpatient 

center if the doctor approves. Allows the proposed patient to present evidence, call 

witnesses, and cross examine. Requires the court proceeding to be confidential unless the 

proposed patient wants the meeting to be open to the public. Allows the court to deny the 

request for outpatient care if the court believes the proposed patient does not meet all the 
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requirements, and may send the proposed patient to an inpatient center. Allows the court to 

send a proposed patient to an outpatient center for up to a year. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Judiciary. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Judiciary. 

SB2926 / HB2758 Reporting requirements - department of health. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Increases from annual to biannual the reporting period the Tennessee Nurse Home Visitor 

Program Act must report to the general assembly and department of health. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2927 / HB2759 Removing requirements of 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Deletes the requirement that health department recommendations regarding public needs 

allowance to the general welfare, health and human resources committee of the senate and 

to the health and human resources committee of the house be received no later than the 

second Tuesday in January 2010. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/25/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2929 / HB2969 Final study of medical assistance program. 

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Michael Harrison  

Description Changes the deadline for the annual actuarial study of the medical assistance program and 

any participating managed care organizations by the comptroller of the treasury from April 

15 to April 1. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB2963 / HB2503 Confidentiality of medical records. 

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description Includes all provider-specific prescribing data within the confidentiality granted to medical 

records. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3003 / HB2567 Tamper-resistance technology extended to opioid analgesics. 

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description Requires pharmacists dispensing opioid analgesic drugs to dispense a form whose formula 

uses tamper resistant technology to deter tampering or abuse. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3133 Testing of newborns for lysosomal storage disease. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires that every newborn be tested for lysosomal storage 

diseases. - Amends TCA Title 68, Chapter 5. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status None 
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SB3144 / HB3219 Utilization review for outpatient mental health patients. 

Sponsors Sen. Beverly Marrero / Rep. Mike Turner  

Description State Summary: As introduced, states that after the initial utilization review, additional 

information or follow-up utilization review for outpatient mental health or chemical 

dependency patients shall be limited to no more than 10 percent of reviews performed by 

the utilization review agent for the previous year. - Amends TCA Section 56-6-705. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3182 / HB2563 Medically acceptable contraception deleted in state policy. 

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Eliminates state policy requirements to provide all medically acceptable contraception 

measures and replaces it with requirement to provide all appropriate contraceptive 

measures. Eliminates language prohibiting the state and its agencies to place restrictions on 

contraceptive procedures, supplies, and information. Broadly captioned. 

Senate Status 01/30/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/24/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3192 / HB3476 Uninsured patients who pay in full with cash. 

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Joe E. Armstrong  

Description State Summary: As introduced, prohibits health care providers and facilities from charging 

an uninsured patient who pays in full with cash more than the lowest charge received from 

a health insurer for the health care service. - Amends TCA Title 56; Title 63; Title 68 and 

Title 71. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Commerce, Labor & Agriculture. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3375 / HB3651 Newborns tested for lysosmal. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Bill W. Harmon  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires that every newborn be tested for lysosomal storage 

disorders, including Krabbe, Fabry, Gaucher, Pompe, Hurler Syndrome, Niemann-Pick, and 

others as determined by the department of health as screenings for such become available. - 

Amends TCA Title 68, Chapter 5. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3394 / HB3558 Public water or water system notification. 

Sponsors Sen. Tim Barnes / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires that any public water or waterworks system, which 

determines to initiate or permanently cease fluoridation of its water supply, shall notify the 

departments of health and environment and conservation and its customers 30 days prior to 

any vote. - Amends TCA Title 68, Chapter 221. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Energy & Environment. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3529 / HB3356 Report on risks of community-associated MRSA infections. 

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description Requires the department of health to report to the health committees of the senate and the 

house by no later than July 15 of each year on the risks of community-associated MRSA 

infections. Broadly captioned. 
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Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3535 / HB3058 Brain injury sp ecialist to authorize caregivers. 

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Dale Ford  

Description State Summary: As introduced, adds certified brain injury specialist in certain cases to 

authorized adult care home caregivers; eliminates requirement that resident managers live 

on site where a certified brain injury specialist is present at all times at the location. - 

Amends TCA Section 68-11-209. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/31/2012 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Health & Human Resources. 

SB3546 / HB3764 Threats of suicide create duty to warn and report. 

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description Creates a duty for any person who has knowledge of another individual's threat to commit 

suicide to inform such threat to at least one of the following entities: law enforcement 

authorities, adult protective services staff or children's protective services staff, the 

individual's licensed mental health or health care provider, or the individual's parent, 

guardian or adult family member if the individual is a minor. Such duty is subject to 

confidentiality. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 02/01/2012 - Introduced in the House.  

SB3555 / HB3455 Sheriffs to approve certain contracts. 

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Joey Hensley  

Description State Summary: As introduced, authorizes sheriffs to approve certain contracts between 

designated secondary transportation agents and hospitals to transport persons with mental 

illness from a hospital to another treatment resource or hospital for compensation. - 

Amends TCA Title 33. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3630 / HB3625 Underinsureds payments to certain health care facilities. 

Sponsors Sen. Eric Stewart / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description State Summary: As introduced, prohibits certain health care facilities from requiring an 

uninsured or underinsured patient from paying more than 110 percent of the Medicare 

reimbursement for health care services. - Amends TCA Title 68. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3718 / HB3435 Monitor compliance with indigent dental services. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary: As introduced, requires commissioner of health to monitor compliance 

with indigent dental service requirements and to impose sanctions for noncompliance. - 

Amends TCA Section 68-1-304. 

Senate Status 02/01/2012 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare. 

House Status 01/30/2012 - Introduced in the House 

SB3739 / HB3412 Contracts between heath care entities and certain vendors. 

Sponsors Sen. Roy B. Herron / Rep. David Shepard  
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