
Family Size 65% 75% 100% 120% 133% 135% 185% 200% 250%

1
Mo $591 $681 $908 $1,089 $1,207 $1,226 $1,679 $1,815 $2,269

Yr 7,092 8,172 10,890 13,068 14,484 14,702 20,147 21,780 27,225

2 
Mo 797 920 1,226 1,471 1,631 1,655 2,268 2,452 3,065

Yr 9,564 11,040 14,710 17,652 19,565 19,859 27,214 29,420 36,775

3 
Mo 1,005 1,159 1,545 1,853 2,054 2,085 2,857 3,089 3,861

Yr 12,060 13,908 18,530 22,236 24,645 25,016 34,281 37,060 46,325

4 
Mo 1,211 1,398 1,863 2,235 2,478 2,515 3,446 3,725 4,657

Yr 14,532 16,776 22,350 26,820 29,726 30,173 41,348 44,700 55,875

5 
Mo 1,418 1,636 2,181 2,617 2,901 2,945 4,035 4,362 5,453

Yr 17,016 19,632 26,170 31,404 34,807 35,330 48,415 52,340 65,425

6 
Mo 1,625 1,875 2,500 2,999 3,324 3,374 4,624 4,999 6,248

Yr 19,500 22,500 29,990 35,988 39,887 40,487 55,482 59,980 74,975

7 
Mo 1,832 2,114 2,818 3,381 3,748 3,804 5,213 5,635 7,044

Yr 21,984 25,368 33,810 40,572 44,968 45,644 62,549 67,620 84,525

8 
Mo 2,039 2,352 3,136 3,763 4,171 4,234 5,802 6,272 7,840

Yr 24,468 28,224 37,630 45,156 50,048 50,801 69,616 75,260 94,075

Annual and Monthly Income in Dollars

Note: For each additional person add $3,820
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Tennessee Medicaid Coverage Groups and Eligibility Requirements

These two charts set forth the income and resource levels that applicants must meet before they can be determined eligible for TennCare.



Category Program Description Income Limit

C
hi

ld
re

n
PLIS  

(Poverty Level  
Income 

Standard) 

Low income children age 0 up to 1st birthday 185% of poverty - No resource test

Low income children age 1 to 6th birthday 133% of poverty - No resource test 

Low income children age 6 to 19th birthday 100% of poverty - No resource test 

Medically 
Needy 

Children up to age 21. Must either have low income or have 
sufficient unreimbursed medical bills to spend down to 
requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of $241 (1), $258 (2), $317 (3), 
$325 (4), $392 (5), $408 (6), or $467 (7), depending upon 
family size - Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 per 
additional individual 

Standard 
Rollover 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance. 
Category is only open to children who lose Medicaid 
eligibility and rollover into Standard. 

Below 200% of poverty - No resource test

Standard 
Medically 

Eligible 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance 
and who have health conditions that make the child 
uninsurable.  Category is only open to children who lose 
Medicaid eligibility and rollover into Standard. 

No income or resource test

AFDC MO
Individuals who meet basic Families First criteria for Title 
XIX, but do not qualify for certain technical components of 
Families First. 

Monthly income levels of $1288 (1), $1658 (2), $1972 (3), 
$2240 (4), $2470 (5), $2666 (6), or $2838 (7) depending upon 
family size, subject to disregards - Resource: $2,000 (1) 

Transitional 
Medicaid 

Individuals who lose Families First due to earned income or 
increased work hours may receive 12 months of Medicaid. 

185% of poverty during months 7 - 12  

W
om

en

Pregnant
Low income pregnant women. 
NOTE: Newborns born to Medicaid –eligible women are 
deemed eligible for one year.

185% of poverty - No resource test  

Breast or 
Cervical 
Cancer 

Women under 65 who are not eligible for any other category 
of Medicaid and have been diagnosed as the result of a 
screening at a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) site with breast or cervical cancer, including pre-
cancerous conditions and who are in need of treatment for 
the cancer.   

250% of poverty - No resource test 

Pregnant 
Medically 

Needy

Pregnant women. Must have sufficient unreimbursed 
medical bills to spend down to requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of $241 (1), $258 (2), $317 (3), 
$325 (4), $392 (5), $408 (6), or $467 (7), depending upon 
family size - Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 per 
additional individual 
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SSI 
(Supplemental 

Security 
Income) 

Active: Low income aged, blind, or disabled recipients of 
federal SSI cash payments as determined by SSA 

74% of poverty - Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2) 

Long Term 
Care

Low income individuals who require care in a nursing 
facility or intermediate care facility for the mentally 
retarded or who receive Home and Community-Based 
Services in their home 

$2,094/month (300% of the SSI benefit rate) - Resource: 
$2,000 

A
du

lts Standard 
Spend Down

Non-pregnant adults who are aged, blind, disabled or 
caretaker relatives and who have too much income and 
have sufficient unreimbursed medical bills to spend down 
to requisite income limits. This category is not currently 
open to new enrollees. 

Monthly spend-down levels of 
$241 (1), $258 (2), $317 (3), $325 (4), $392 (5), $408 (6), or 
$467 (7), depending upon family size - Resource: $2,000 
(1), $3,000 (2), add $100 per additional individual 
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QMB
Qualified Medicare Beneficiary - TennCare pays Medicare 
premiums, deductibles and co-insurance for those eligible 
for Medicare Part A 

100% of poverty - Resource: $6,940 (1), $10,410 (2)

SLMB Specified Low Income Medicare Beneficiaries - Tenncare 
pays Medicare Part B premiums only

Between 100% and 120% of poverty - Resource: $6,940 (1), 
$10,410 (2)

QI 1 Qualified Individuals - TennCare pays Medicare Part B 
premiums only

Between 120% and 135% of poverty - Resource: $6,940 (1), 
$10,410 (2)

QDWI
Qualified Disabled Working Individual - TennCare pays 
Medicare Part A buy-in for non-aged individuals who lost 
SSI disability benefits and premium free Part A

200% of poverty - Resource: $4,000 (1), $6,000 (2)

* CoverKids is a state of Tennessee SCHIP program managed by CoverTN and is not part of the Medicaid TennCare program.
** (aged, blind, disabled & caretaker relatives) not currently open to new enrollees
*** Numbers in parentheses refer to the number of members within a family.


