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INTRODUCTION

This finding aid covers the gubernatorial papers of Tennessee Governor John P.
Buchanan, who served from 1891-1893. It consists of twenty-three boxes of materials
that consist of correspondence, applications for requisitions, application for reward,
petitions for pardons, and miscellaneous materials.

There are no restrictions on the use of the materials and researchers may make copies
of individual items for individual or scholarly use.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

John Price Buchanan
(Farm-Labor)

Of pioneer stock, Buchanan was born in 1847 in Williamson County. He was a
farmer and a moving spirit in the Farmers’ Alliance, the support of which won him the
governor’s seat in 1890. Farmers hoped his election would ensure relief for their
problems, but his administration was consumed with the insurrection of the coal miners
of eastern Tennessee, reacting to being put out of work by the convict lease system. The
violence was brought under control by the state guard, and led to the abandonment of the
system. Buchanan established secondary schools and the Confederate pension program.
He had served two terms in the legislature and one as governor when he returned to
farming. He died in 1930.

Source: Tennessee Blue Book, 1999-2000, p. 478.
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