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Scope & Content:

The Luke Lea Papers, containing approximately 32 cubic feet and nine oversize
boxes, span the period 1826 through 1993, although the bulk is largely
concentrated in the year8746through 1945. The collection is composed of
applications, clippings, correspondence, diaries, financial records, interviews,
legal records, photographsigect files and several miscellaneous items.

The majority of the collection is coraped of correspondence. Luke Lea was an
important political leader and this correspondence reflects his involvement in state
and nationahffairs. From 1908, Lea had a slworking relationship with key

leaders of the Democratic party, and within the collection are representative
letters from suclprominent personas William Jennings Bryan and Woodrow
Wilson. Included are many routine business letters involving the apecdtthe
Tennesseanewspapeand other business concerns. Although he tended to handle
business affairs faew-face, his letters record with whom he was in contact at a
given period.

A second large part of the correspondence is from his son, Luke Lea Jr. A portion

of their correspondence was written while Lea Sr. was in prison, but the majority

falls after his release. This correspond
business vetures in the late 1930s. There is a small amount of correspondence

from family members including his first wife, Mary Louise (Warner) Lea and his

parents, Overton and Ella Lea. Correspondence in the collection is arranged in

alphabetical order. The corpmndencdrom Luke Lea is arranged in

chronological order.



There are a large number of newspaper clippings in the collection. The clippings

are centered primarily around Leads caree
some prison clippings argippings related to family matters as well. Loose

clippings were removed from the collection, photocopéed the originals

disposed ofScrapbooks containg clippingsarelocated in the oversized boxes.

An important part of the collection akee ad@rses. The diaries fall into two

categories, those kept while he veasvingin World War | and those kept during

his i mprisonment in North Carolina. Leab0s
read, and a word or phrase is frequently impossible to decipbeunately for

the researcher, Dr. Cromwell Tidwell hired two stenographers to transcribe the

diaries. Both the original diaries and the transcriptions are included in the

collection.

The | egal records detail L ecedinghiscour t batt
category are affidavits, briefs, extradition papers, and testimonies from court

trials. The testimony from the Lea trials are almost complete, with only one

volume missing. There is also a complete set of testimony from the Wallace B.

Dauvis tial. A thesis written in the late 1930s, gives a history and analysis of the

Luke Lea trials.

Another important part of the collection is subject files. The subjectiiéze

taken from L ead sandmiycontae coadsgordencetandsothal e at h
materials relating to a particular subject. There are financial records in the
collection including a few receipts and L
records with maps h o wi n g his regimentés activitie
| are also inluded in the collection. Researchers interested in World War |

should consult thenanyphotographs located Boxes 66 and 6#inally, the

collectionalso containgnterviews used in preparatidor Mary LouiseT i dwel | &'s
biography of Luke Lea, as wedbk articles Leavrotefor various newspapers and

journals.

The Luke Lea Papers record the | ife of on
As a politician and molder of public opinidreahelped shape, for good or bad,

the direction of Tennessee polditor the first three decades of the twentieth

century. His rapid rise to power and influence is made even more poignant by his

downfall in the 1930s. The Luke Lea Papers represent an important, but little

known period of Tennessee history.

The collectiowas updated in 2011 with the additdi
to Box 68. A typewritten transcription of the didrgd beern Box 26, Folders-1

5, andwas subsequently moved to Box @3s now Box 68, Folders-8. Further

updating was done to photaghs in Boxes 66 and 67. Seven photographs from

Box 48 were moved to Box 66 to be housed with the rest of the photogaaghs

all of thephotographs in both Box 66 and Box 67 were then reorganized and

renumbered.



Leabs own typewrtempttekidnap thekaigenin 19b8d hi s a't
beenhoused in Box 57, Folder, &nd Box 45, Folder 1. Since the latter was the

second half of L e atdoBox 5 doldeubnorderto t was move
include it with the firshalf of the account Researcheiligterested in the attempt

to kidnap the Kaiser should also examiine materials irBox 45, Folder 2A,

which contains correspondence related to
published. Box 40, Folder, @lsocontains correspondencelated to the plot

Thomas P. Henderson, a member of the group that attempted to kidnap the Kaiser,
wroteto theSaturday Evening Post 1949 andffered additional information
abouttheendeavor i ncl uding a transcript of Leads
Army inquiry into the incident.
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Administrative/Biographical History

The Luke Lea Papers, containing approximately 32 cubic feet of archival
materials, are centered around the career of Luke Lea Sr., prominent Tennessee
political leader and founder and publisher of the NashVdlenessear.uke Lea

was born in 1878, in Nasille, Tennessee, the son of Overton and Ella (Cocke)
Lea. After his graduation from the University of the South and Columbia
University, Lea began to practice law in Nashville, Tennessd®03. He was a
successful lawyer, but soon turned his attention to other enterprises. On May 10,
1907, Lea organized the Nashvillennesseanyhich was to become one of the
most influential newspapers ihe state

Politically, Lea became prominemt 1908 over a split in the state Democratic
Party. At the 1908tate Democraticanvention, the Lea faction was able to gain
control and secure tlgubernatoriahomination for. e a 6 sMaleolmIRy



Patterson. From 1908 until the election of Henry H. Homop1931, only one
governor was elected without the support of the very powerful Luke Lea. Because
of his great influence, Lea became known

Lea reackhdthe peak of his career in 1911, when the Tennessee General
Assembly becamdeadlocked in the selection of a United StS&wator. Lea

differed with Governor Patterson over the issue of prohibition, Patterson
championing the fAwetso and lheglaysdhe pr ohi b
major role in the split of the Democi@aparty and the election of Ben W. Hooper,

a fusiondry candidatgto the governorshipEventually,Lea was overwhelmingly
elected to the United States Senate, entering that body as the youngest man ever
to hold a seaffwo years later, twever,the Sevateenth Amendment was

adopted, whiclestablished direct election of United States Senators by popular
vote. L e afdrmser ally, Malcolm Patterson, entered the Senate race in 1916.
Congressman Kenneth D. McKelklwenannounced that he would be the third
candidate for the seat. All attention centered on the bitter fight between the two
main candidates, Lea and Patterson, while McKellar held the middle course.
McKellar won the electiorand held the senatorship for many decades afterwards.
The @ Bos s ohin€was jospbegmaing to feel its power, dnplayed a

rolein the first McKellar nomination. Thereafter, Lea was to wage almost
continual warfare with the Memphizsed Crump machine.

Shortly after his defeat for the Senate, the United States éméydd War |. Lea
organized a volunteer regiment, later to become the 114th Field Artillery and was
commissioned a lieutenaoblonel and later a colonel in command of the

regiment. The Tennessee volunteer outfit served ten months in France, and fought
in the St. MihielandMeuseArgonneoffensivesthat helped break the Hindenburg
line. For his role in the war, Lea was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal.

At the close of the war, Lea gathered a special party from the 114th and set out to
capture KaisewWilhelm, who had fled to neutral Holland The attempt t o
the Kaiser failed While the U. S. Army conducted an official inquiry into the
matter,Lea and his men wereprimanded but natourtmartialed for their
escapadelLea was also one of tlieunders of the American Legion in 1919.

1]

Lea plunged into the publishing and political fields after the war, bringing to both

a number of men who had served with him in France. He championed the cause of
Austin Peay and helped him win three terms as igmreagainst the opposition of

the Crump machine. In the 1920s, he became allied with Rogers Caldwell in the
investment bankingusiness of Caldwell and Compamurchased newspapens
Memphis and Knoxville newspapeeidengagedn other large financial

operations.

With the financial crash of 1929, Léast thepolitical powerand business empire
he had built. Within two yearbeand his son, Luke Lea Jr. were indicted along
with several others in North Carolina in the resulting failure of the Central Bank
and Trust Company of Ashiille, North Carolina. They immediately waived



extradition and went to North Carolina to arrangetfiat. When the trial was

ready to start, the indictments were dismissed and a new indictment returned on
different grounds. After a prolonged fighwer the validity of the new indictment

a trial ensued with the jury holding that the Leas were guiltyadating the

banking laws of North Carolina.

Thetwo Leas disappeared pending the hearing for extradition, but later turned
themselves into the sheriff of Fentress County where they had been staying. After
another move to Clarksville, Tennessee, thasLentered the North Carolina State
Prison on May 10, 19340 serve their terms. Lea was to serve six to ten years and
his son two to six years, or pay a $25,000 fine.

Luke Lea Jr. was freed after several moaihmprisonment because of a serious
condition requiringsurgery His fathersought a pardon in 1935, but it was denied
by North Carolina Gvernor JC. B. Ehrichaus. However, he was paroled April 1,
1936, after serving less than two yearsdlater he was given a full pardon.
Returning home, he gamet at Lebanon, Tennessee, by a large motorcade of
friends and his former soldiers. Nashville Mayor Hilary Howse, whom he had
opposed politically, led the cavalca@ad Lea returned to Nashville escorted by
the mayor and a squad of motorcycle officers.

After his return, Lea lived in sennetirement. He never again achidvbe

success that he had known before the 1930s. Several attempts to repurchase the
Tennesseafailed, and other publishing ventures never realized their potential.
Suffering from poohealth in his later years, Lea died in a Nashville hospital on
November 17, 1945. The only fedcale biography of Luke Lea was written by

his daughter, Mary Louise Tidwell, in 1993. After the completion of her research,
Mrs. Tidwell donated the LeRRapersto the Tennessee Historical Society.
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Subject-- Registered Cattle Herds 1930 49 7
Subject-- Regulation of the Insurance Business 1945 49 8
Subject-Leads Request for a 1934 49 9
Subject-- Robert Love Taylor Memorial 1913 49 10
Subject-- Rodessa Oil Company 1939 49 11
Subject-- Rodessa Oil Company 1940 49 12




Subject-- Shale Oil Development 1943 50 1
Subject-- Sims, T.W. 1914 50 2
Subject-- Smoky Mountain Park 1914 50 3
Subject-- Southern Farmer 1945 50 4
Subject-- Stahlman Controversy 1914 50 5
Subject-- Stahlman Controversy 1914 50 6
Subject-- Stahlman Controversy 1914 50 7
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Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1931 50 16
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1931 50 17
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1932 50 18
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1934 50 19
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1936 50 20
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1937 50 21
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1937 50 22
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1937 50 23
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1937 50 24
Subject-- TennesseaReceivership 1937 50 25
Subject-- Tennessee Publishing Company 1907 51 1
Subject-- Tennessee Publishing Company 1914 51 2
Subject-- Tennessee Publishing Company 1932 51 3
Subject-- TennessePublishing Company 1932 51 4
Subject-- Tennessee Publishing Company, Refinanci 1931 51 5
Subject-- Tennessee State Debt 1914 51 6
Subject-- Tenpessee State Democratic Executive 1910 51 7
Committee
Subject-- Texas Prdabricated House and Tent 1943 51 8
Company
Subject-- Texas Prdabricated House and Tent 1943 51 9
Company
Subject-- Texas Prdabricated House and Tent 1943 51 10
Company
Subject-- Texas Prdabricated House and Tent 1943 51 11
Company
Subject-- Texas Prdabricated Housand Tent 1944 51 12
Company
Subject-- Tri-State Petroleum Association 1942 51 13
Subject-- United States Presidential Election1&f12 51 14
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Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 2
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Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 4
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Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 6
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Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 8
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Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 10
Subject-- United States Senate 1911 52 11
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Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 1
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Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 4
Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 5
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Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 7
Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 8
Subject-- United States Senate 1913 53 9
Subject-- United States Senate 1914 53 10
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 53 11
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 53 12
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 53 13
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 53 14
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 53 15
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 1
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 2
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 3
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 4
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 5
Subject-- United States Senate 1915 54 6
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 7
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 8
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 9
Subject-- United StateSenate 1916 54 10
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 11
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 12
Subject-- United States Senate 1916 54 13
Subject-- University of the South 1928 55 1
Subject-- University of the South, Football Team 1899 55 2
Subject-- University of Tennessee Medical School 1911 55 3
Subject-- Victory Oil Pipeline Company 1942 55 4




Subject-- Victory Oil Pipeline Company 1943 55 5
Subject-- Victory Oil Pipeline Company 1944 55 6
Subject-- Victory Oil Pipeline Company 1945 55 7
Subjet -- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1913 55 8
Subject-- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1914 55 9
Subject-- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1914 55 10
Subject-- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1914 55 11
Subject-- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1916 55 12
Subject-- Von Ruck Treatment for Tuberculosis 1916 55 13
Subject-- WSM Radio 1929 55 14
Subject-- War Contracts 1945 55 15
Subject-- War Surplus 1945 55 16
Subject-- West Tennessee Company 1930 55 17
Subject-- William Cocke Tombstone 1923 55 18
Subject-Womends Suffrage 1917 55 19
Subject-- Yazoo Delta Mortgage 1934 55 20
Thesis-i The Case of Col onel
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Writings--A Ani ma l Fabl eso 56 4
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Worl d War o
Writings--iThe Kai ser Storyo 57 5
Writings--A The | na $ito 57 6
Writings--fiLet 6 s Not Gyp t he 57 7
Writings--A A Li vi ng Deat ho 57 8
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Writings--iUni t ed States Savi 58 16
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Writings--AiWho6s Next o 58 19
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Contents/Item Title Date Box | Item
Oversize-- Certificates-- Appointment of Luke Lea as| August 5, 59 1
Lieutenant Colonel in the National Guard 1917
Oversize-- Reports- Voyage Report of thKaroa from June 7, 59 5
New York to Liverpool 1918
. o May 12,
Oversize-- Clippings-- Page fromTlennessean 1918 59 3
Oversize-- Clippings-- Page fromNashville Banner Mfgltz’ 59 4
Oversize-- Clippings-- Page from unknown magazine Szezptirgnzbger 59 5
Contents/Item Title Date Box | Album
Oversize-- Scr_apbooks- Letters congratulating Lea or] 1911 60 1
becoming U. SSenator
Oversize-- Scr_apbooks- Letters congratulating Lea or] 1911 60 5
becoming U. S. Senator
Oversize-- Scr_apbooks- Letters congratulating Lea or] 1911 61 1
becoming U. S. Senator
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Newspaper clippings ca.légi(} 61 2
Oversize-- Scr:apbooks- Newspaper clippings about 1933 61 3
Leabs trial
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Letters welcoming Lea home 1919 62 1
from World War |
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Telegrans congratulating Leg
) 1911 62 2
on becoming U. S. Senator
Oversize-- SC(apbooks- Letters congratulating Lea or 1911 62 3
becoming U. S. Senator
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Newspaper clippings about
LA 1935 63 1
L e aappdication for pardon
Oversize-- Scr?pbooks- Newspaper clippings about 1935- 1936 | 63 5
L e apéardon angharole
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Newspaper clippings 1932-1934| 63 3
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Letters congratulating Lea or] 1929 64 1
appointment to fill vacant. S. Senat seat
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Newspaper clippings about
Lead appointment to fill vacant U. S. Senate 1929 64 2
seat
Oversize-- Scrapbooks- Newspaper clippings about 1911- 1912 | 65 1

L e atilhesas a U. S Senator
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Photographs- Overton and Ella Cocke Lea ca. 1860s | 66 1
Photogga:/p!:;:}\;lrs. John M. Lea (Elizabeth Bell ca. 1860s | 66 5
Photographs- Margaret Lawrence bdsley (wife of

Percy Warner) ca. 1882 66 3
Photographs- Luke Lea ca. 1880s | 66 4
Photographs- Luke Lea[2 copies] ca. 1880s | 66 5
Photographss-i Hi s Excel |l ency P| ca. 1880s | 66 6
Photographs— University of the South football team [2 1899 66 "

copies]
Photographs- Luke Lea [2 copies] ca. 1910 66 8
Photographs- Luke Lea and William Jennings Bryan | ca. 1910 66 9
Photogvrvailfpék)]s- Mary Louise Warne ca. 1910 66 10
Photographs- Senator Luke Lea ca. 1911 66 11
Photographs-i Wh e n  Ou relecbReachets o r

Washingtono 1911 66 12
Photographs- Luke Lea ca. 1911 66 13
Photographs- Mary Louise Warner Lea ca. 1915 66 14
Photographs-Per ci e Warner (Lu ca. 1915 66 15
Photographs-i Rod man at ] Me ac hu 1916 66 16

|l sl and, Tenn. o0
Photographs— Painting of Luke Lea in uniform [2 ca. 1918 66 17

copies]
Photographs- Portrait of Luke Lea in uniform ca. 1918 66 18
Photographs- Luke Lea in uniform and helmet 1918 66 19
Photographs- Luke Lea wearing gas mask 1918 66 20
Photographs- Luke Lea riding horse 1918 66 21
Photographs- General KingMajor Maning, Captain

Evers, Major Bittel, Colonel Clives, Colonel November 66 29

Luke Lea (taken immediately after armistice 11, 1918

became effective) [2 copies]

: November

Photographs- General King 11, 1918 66 23
Photographs- Luke Leaon horseback 1918 66 24
Photographs- Group who attempted tacapture the December 66 o5

Kaiser 1918
Photographs- Group who attempted to capture the December 66 26

Kaiser[copy] 1918
Photographs- Homecoming 1919 66 27
Photographs- Luke Leg Percie Warner Led.uke Lea 1920 66 o8

Jr, Percy Lea
Photographs- Luke Lea Percie Warner Led.uke Lea 1920 66 29

Jr,, Percy Lea [copy]




Photographs- Mary Louise Lea 1923 66 30
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea ca. 1924 66 31
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea 1925 66 32
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea 1925 66 33
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea 1925 66 34
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea ca. 1927 66 35
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea ca. 1927 66 36
Photographs- Luke Lea Making a Speech ca. 1920s | 66 37
Photographs- Mrs. Percy Warner and Mary Louise L¢

at Howell Place ca. 1923 66 38
Photographs- Margaret Greenlee, Margaret Frazer

Rose, Mrs. Percy Warner, Mary Louise Lea

(baby), Mary Frazer, Mary Louise Malleson ca. 1920s | 66 39

Bahnelil
Photographs- Elizabeth Lea ca. 1920s | 66 40
Photographs- Mrs. Percy Warner ca. 1920s | 66 41
Photographs- Luke Lea, Mary Louise Lea, Autogyro i

McCarrell Field 1932 66 42
Photographs- Luke Lea, Mary Louise Lea, Autogyro i

McCarrell Field [copy] 1932 66 43
Photog‘;?pgz-ré_;tzg_ea, Percie Warner Lea, Luke Le ca. 1930s | 66 44
Photographs- Luke Lea, Percie Warner Lea, Luke Le

Jr, Percy Lea [copy] ca. 1930s | 66 45
PhotographssMar y Louse Lea an

Royal Oaks 1934 66 46
Photographs- Mary Louise Lea, Laurzil Lea, _Overton 1934 66 47

Lea, and dog ATri xXi e(
Photographs-Per ci e Warner Lea 1936 66 48
Photographs-Mar y Loui se Lea o] ca. 1930s | 66 49
Photographs- Luke Lea ca.1930s | 66 50
Photographs- Luke Lea ca.1930s | 66 51
Photographs- Luke Lea[2 copies] ca.1930s | 66 52
Photographs- Luke Lea ca. 1940s | 66 53
Photographs- Luke Lea [copy] ca.1940s | 66 54

ca. 1941

Photographs- Luke Lea Jr. 1945 66 55
Photographs- Mary Louise Tidwell N;%ﬁé ’ 66 56
Photographs- Mary Louise Tidwell N;%ﬁé ’ 66 57
Photographs- William Bailey, Walter Chandler,

Horace Frierson, Bob Fields, Bernard Evers, i May 21- 66 58

Bell at the 114th Tennessee Field Artillery 22,1949

Reunion, Huntsville, Alabama




Photographs- Gordon Browning, Larry McPhail, Reeg

Amis at the 114tfTennessee Field Artillery May 21- 66 59
Reunion, Huntsville, Alabama 22,1949
Photographs- Bob Dedman at the 114th Tennessee | May 21- 66 60
Field Artillery Reunion, Huntsville, Alabama 22,1949
Photographs- First Reunion of the 114th Field May 21- 66 61
Artillery, Huntsville, Alabama 22,1949
Photographs- Horace Frierson, Mitchell Long, Nuck
Brown, Tom Henderson, Bob Bell at the 114t May 21- 66 62
Tennessee Field Artillery Reunion, Huntsville,| 22, 1949
Alabama
Photogra