


What has Tennessee 
Accomplished in the 

Last 10 Years?





»  72.6% graduation rate

»   NAEP rankings:
 »    39th in fourth grade reading
 »    35th in eighth grade reading
 »    43rd in fourth grade math
 »    41st in eighth grade math

»   Tennessee proficiency 
assessments compared  
to NAEP: 

 »    Received an “F” in the Truth in  
Advertising category 

 »    Received an “F” in the  
Postsecondary and Workforce  
Readiness category

Where We Were  
in 2007

91%

28%
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TCAP NAEP



In response to these results, we began 
to take steps to strengthen what 

must be the core foundation of our 
education system

ASSESSMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY

STANDARDS



Tennessee joins the Common Core 
State Standards initiative

2009-10

Proficiency drops on the state 
assessment as a result of the 
transition to higher standards 

2008-09
State Board adopts Tennessee 

Diploma Project standards and 
new graduation requirements

TCAP aligns to Tennessee 
Diploma Project standards 

State Board of Education 
unanimously adopts Common 

Core State Standards in math and 
English language arts (ELA)

Assessment         Accountability     Standards



2009-10 (cont.)

Tennessee wins $500 million 
Race to the Top grant

Tennessee state legislature 
unanimously passes First to 

the Top legislation

Transition to and Training on 
Higher Standards Begins

Teacher and administrator 
evaluation systems are 
developed and refined

»    Summer 2012: 13,000 educators
»    Summer 2013: 30,000 educators
»    Core coaches training model 

introduced









Current: 16 Career Clusters
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Former: 7 Broad Program Areas

Agriculture,
Food, & Natural

Resources

CTE Phase I begins
2013-14 (cont.)



Online assessment 
transition continues

»    All grade 3-11 students take online 
writing assessment and social 
studies field test

New science standards  
review begins 

»    29,474 reviews come out of initial 
review period

»    Science educator committee 
scrutinizes each individual 
standard for updates/revisions

2014-15

U.S. Department of Education 
approves Tennessee’s application 
for four-year waiver renewal 
from ESEA

»    Math scores show steady 
improvement

»    ELA scores remain flat

Tennessee Promise  
launches statewide

Spring 2015 TCAP results

Assessment         Accountability     Standards





2015-16
Revised math and ELA standards 
»    Posted for second public comment 

period in fall 2015

»    Gain State Board approval in spring 
2016 for 2017-18 implementation 

»    Streamlined per public and educator 
feedback, further aligning to 
postsecondary expectations

New social studies standards 
review begins
»    Nearly 64,000 reviews and 15,000 

comments in initial review period 

»    Social studies educator committee 
scrutinizes each individual 
standard for updates/revisionsRevised science standards 

»    Posted for second public comment 
period in spring 2016

The department launches Read to be Ready 
campaign in response to low ELA scores 

on the state assessment

Assessment         Accountability     Standards



2015-16 (cont.)
Tennessee maintains growth 

on NAEP based on students’ 
performance in reading and 

math

Tennessee 4th graders earn a ranking of 25th in math

12 
spots since  
2013

Assessment         Accountability     Standards
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High school students take 
TNReady for the first time

Assessment task force makes 
recommendations to reduce 
amount of testing Department phases out ACT 

Aspire and Plan exams and SAT-
10 assessment for K-2

Teaching Evaluation 
Enhancement Act passes

»    Students set new baseline for 
growth

»    Weight of student growth data 
will adjust during transition to 
new assessments 

»    State Board and General Assembly 
phase in impact on student grades

October 2015: Department rolls out Tennessee Succeeds
December 2015: Congress passes the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Spring 2016: Department begins outreach for ESSA plan development

2015-16 (cont.)
Assessment         Accountability     Standards





Tennessee named “star of the 
star states” for NAEP science 

performance

2016-17 (cont.)

4th Grade 
Science

8th Grade 
Science

In science, Tennessee surpasses its goal of ranking in top half of 
states on NAEP by 2019

Assessment         Accountability     Standards
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Department releases  
Tennessee’s final Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan

say our 
evaluation 
system helps 
them improve 
their teaching

2016-17 (cont.)

74% of 
educators 

Assessment         Accountability     Standards
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Where We Are Now

































We Still Have Work 
to Do  — And This is 

Where We are Headed

































This is How We Will 
Get There

Our goal as a K-12 system is to ensure all students 
are able to take advantage of opportunities 

after high school graduation, particularly with 
Tennessee Promise. That starts with setting high 

standards, gathering and sharing feedback about 
student assessment expectations, and maintaining 

accountability for ways we are supporting 
Tennessee students.
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